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1. Name of Property 

historic name The Hollow 

other names/site number The Bo\4iood Home of Chief Justice John Marshall VDHR FILE No. 030-0803 

2. Location 
street & number East Comer of SR 688 - Leeds Manor Road and Norfli of Marshall School Lane 

not for publication N/A 
citv or town Markham (Nortii of) vicmity X 

state Virginia code VA countv Fauquier code 061 Zip 22643 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

X nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering 
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 
36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property X meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. I 
recommend diat this properfy be considered significant nationalfy _X_ statewide locaUy. ( See continuation 
sheet for idditipnaLf fimmpnti) 

Signature of certif^t^ official Date  
Virginia Department of Historic Resources 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opiiuon, the property X meets 
for additional comments.) 

does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See continuaticm sheet 

Signature of conunenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. Nffbonal Park Service Certification | 
I, bdrehy certify that this property is: 

v entered in the National Register 1 him 
determined eligible for the 

National Register 
See continuation sheet 
detemiined not eligible for the National Register 
removed from the National Register 

_^jhaffexplain): 

signature of Keeper 
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5. Classification 
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

X private 
public-local 
public-State 
public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
_X_ buildmg(s) 

district 
site 
stmcture 
object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
1 2_ buildings 
1 (nun) l(ruin) sites 

stmctures 
objects 

_ 2 _ _3__Total 

Number of contributing resources previotisfy listed in the National Register 0 

Name of related multiple properfy listing (Enter "N/A" if properfy is not part of a multiple properfy listing.) 

N/A 
6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instmctions) 

Cat: DOMESTIC Sub: _Single Ehvelling 
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTANCE Agricultural Outbuilding 
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTANCE Âgricultural Processing _ 
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTANCE Âgricultural Field 

Current Functions (Enter categories from mstmctions) 
Caf. DOMESTIC Sub: Smgle Dwelling (Vacant) 

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTANCE Agricultural Outbuilding (Vacant)_ 
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTANCE Agricultural Processing Ruin 
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTANCE Âgricultural Field 
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7. Description 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instmctions) 

COLONIAL: Hall-and-chamber 

Materials (Enter categories from instmctions) 
foimdation STONE - Sandstone; Limestone 
roof METAL - Tin 
walls WOOD - Weatherboard 

other ^CORNICE - Wood_ 
CHIMNEY-Stone 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the properfy on one or more continuation sheets.) 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the properfy for 
National Register listing) 

A Properfy is associated with events lhat have made a significant contribution to the broad pattems of 
our history. 

_ X _ B Properfy is associated witii the lives of persons significant in our past 
X C Properfy embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or metiiod of constmction or 

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entify whose components lack mdividual distinction. 

D Properfy has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birtiiplace or a grave. 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstmcted building, object or stmcture. 

F a commemorative properfy. 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within tiie past 50 years. 
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Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instmctions) 
ARCHITECTURE POLITICS/GOVERNME>n' INVENTION 

Period of Significance 1763-1773_ 

Significant Dates 1763 
_1765 
_1772 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked al>ove) 
Thomas Marshall, fether of Chief Justice John Marshall 

Cultural Affiliation 

Architect/Builder Unknown 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance ofthe properfy on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
Previous documentation on file (NPS) 
_ X _ preliminary detemiination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 

requested. 
previously listed in the National Register 
previousfy determined eligible by the National Register 
designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
recorded by Historic American Engmeering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data 
_X_ State Historic Preservation Office 

Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local govemment 
University 
Otiier 

Name of repositoty: 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of Property 322.32 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing ZoneEastmg Northing 
1-17 760020 4311980 2-17 760100 4312280 
3-17 760200 4312480 4-18 240200 4312580 

X See continuation sheet 
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7. Summary Description: 

The 322-acre Hollow properfy is situated approximately twenfy-four miles nortiiwest of tiie counfy seat in Warrenton and 
about four-tentiis of a mile nortii of the village of Markham in northwest Fauqiuer County. The parcel lies in a valley 
known as Wildcat Hollow and the "hollar" as it is defined by the formation of the Blue Ridge with Wildcat Mountain to 
the west Naked Mountain to the northeast Little Cobbler, Red Oak and Buck mountains to the southeast and southwest.' 
The Hollow tract itself is bordered on three sides by roads. Leeds Manor Road (Route 688) is on the west, the road to 
Beulah Baptist Church runs north along part of the east properfy luie and Marshall School Lane borders on the south. 
This last road presently concludes about 300 feet east of the driveway and may have been named for the home school 
taught by James Thomson at Thomas Marshall's house in the 1760s. A tall grassy highway berm is on the south side of 
tills road followed by tiie four-lane Interstate Route 66, Rose Bank, the nineteentii-century home built overlooking the 
raihoad station, and idba Marshall Highway (Route 55) in the village. 

The Hollow dwelling stands on a ri^e frtcing soutii toward Markham. It is approached by an earfy dht ferm road leading 
north fiom Marshall School Lane. This road passes by the west side of the dwelling. A circa 1980 frame pole cattle bam 
witii a standing-seam metal roof stands approximately eighfy feet fiom tiie southeast fitmt of tiie dwelling. The only otfao-
extant outbuildmg is a circa 1915 one-story, one-bay, weatherboard fi^e chicken house with a standing-seam metal 
gable roof about twenfy-five feet behind the house at its northeast comer. The sixteen-square-foot stone foundatitxi of Ihe 
meat house remauis behind this building. 

A recent wire fence of ap{MX>ximately 100' x 150' protects The Hollow dwelling and the dooryard from grazing cattle. 
Another roadbed is beyond the east side ofthe fence, followed by three terraces or slopes which appear to be more 
manipulated by man than nature. A row of old Mulberty trees with interesting branch formation and a large black oak 
stand on the edge of the third terrace. The demolished ruins of the fi^e, two-story house, built about ten feet out from 
the south front ofthe dwelling in circa 1900, partly cover what appears to be a stone foundation of a bank bam or other 
outbuilding, but it has not been investigated. The east field continues to slope down to a brief south-to-nortii run fixjm 
Goose Creek where a mid-twentieth-century, man-made pond is at the nortiieast A stcme wall along Beulah B^tist Road 
borders the southeastern boundary of the property, and it turns to the west and continues through The Hollow acreage 
toward Leeds Manor Road, serving to separate tiie more even crop land on the south from the higher grazing land witii 
limestone rock outcrops to the north. The orchard of a neighboring fermer can be seen on the distant northwest hillside. 

This Maikham vicmity has maintained its rural agricultural use smce settlement in 1765. There are a few frirmhouses 
distanced by large acreage tracts along Leeds Manor Road, and the G. Richard Thompson Wildlife Management Area is 
about two miles past The Hollow to the northwest A weldmg shop is fer out of site of The Hollow along witii Hartiand's 
Ochards and the Strother-Green Cemetery, where former owner (1877-1917) James R. Green rests, located on Belle 
Meade Road, which is the continuatioa of Marshall School Lane on the west side of the Manor road. This area lies 
witiiin the perimeter of the original 330-acre Thomas Marshall leasehold. Except for the mid-1970's intrusion of 
Interstate Route 66 that sliced through the southemmost boundary and separated tiie Rose Bank dwelling and meat house 
of nineteenth-centiuy significance, tiie pn îerty retains its 1765 leasehold integrity in feeling and association. 
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Dwelling House, contributing building, 1763-1764:̂  The Hollow dwelling is a one-and-one-half-stoty, three bay, 
fi^e buildmg with an uncoursed fieldstone foundation and standing-seam metal gable roof An uncoursed stone 
exterior-end chimney leans into the west gable. The south front elevation has a tall, boarded-up, mortise-and-tenon-
fituned window with T-headed wrought nails fastening a remnant of back band west of the slightly off-center board-and-
batten door. The original window to the east was lengthened in the nineteenth centmy for a second door that is vertical 
board patched with tin on the outside, but flat-paneled on the interior. Although no sash remains in the windows, then-
size indicates tiie likelihood of nine-over-nine sash sunilar to the fully extant window at Yew Hill in Delaplane. Early 
common mortar survives on the foundation beneath later repomting with Portland cement but several ofthe stones have 
fellen away below the soutiieast door, partly caused by the porch sill of the demolished circa 1900 house. However, 
wrought rose-head nails fasten two split lathing strips to the underside of the hewn sill here, measuring thirty and forty-
one inches in lengtii. Combined witii the breadtii of tiie opening in the foundation and stones faced for jambs, tiiis 
suggests earlier fi-aming for a cellar window, and the lath strips may have served to shim the upper fiame. 

Tm flashing to the lean-to roof of the east-side-enhy porch ofthe now-removed frame south house remains on the facade. 
While the original weatherboard on the dwelling was largely replaced in the twentieth centmy, the lean-to-porch roof of 
tiie former house protected the Period I beaded (one-half inch) and beveled cladding on the soutii elevation from the 
southwest comer to the near-center entrance. This apparently original covering is attached witii a fMominence of wrought 
rose-headed and T-headed nails. Small tin patches are present on this elevation, and some pieces of plywood prevent 
water penetration. No comice remauis on this elevation, leaving the rafter ends visible. Several rafters at botii ends have 
inexplicable peg holes horizontally throu^ tiiem. A wooden or lead gutter was considered, but attaching it to the rafters 
instead of the eave above the comice would be awkward. 

The east gable end has no first-floor openings at present, but eighteenth-century headers for former doors were 
discovered at both comers when several twentieth-century weatherboards were removed for closer examination. The 
northeast opening may have been a window for a period, but this remains uncertain without fiill exposure of tiie framing. 
Although down braces are common in the comers of timber-fi-ame buildings, tiie nortii and south ccnner posts were 
mortised for them, but there are no peg holes to fasten their tenons. Therefore, the unusual openings on this east end 
appear to have been original to the house, and the circular-sawn infill studs centered under the headers with cut nails 
indicate tiieir enclosure in the late nineteenth or early twentietii century. The heavy sill on this east side is also circular 
sawn, mdicating a repair. Cucular-sawn studs are toe-nailed with wire nails to the upper gird^ between heavier pit-sawn 
studs in a span of six-and-one-half feet, just three inches narrower than the stone chinmey width on the west end. The 
addition of these toe-nailed infill studs where earlier mortises are absent appears to have been intended to fill a void and 
strongly suggests that a chimney stood on this east end prior to the early twentieth century. A slî tly off-center tin-
covered garret window is above in the gable. 

A sbc-foot-nine-mch wide uncoursed fieldstone exterior-end chimney stands against the west side. This chimney begins 
to lean heavify into the house at the shoulder, as much as twenfy-eight inches at the top. Although repointed with a flush 
joint in Portland by Alvin Baird during Ted Lake's ownership, the fieldstone was mortared witii lime and clay.̂  A 
fi^estanding stack above the shoulder is more typical of 1760s chimney constmction, leaving questions about its 
authenticify. A plywood-covered garret wmdow is on the south side of the chimney. Plywood also covers the inner 
broad-axed down brace and studs at the lower northwest comer of the chimney. 

The north rear elevation is tiuee bays wide, in keeping with the fitmt A boarded-up nearly-centered door is flanked by 
two boarded-up window openings. The circular-sawn west jamb, reworidng of the header with cut nails and an infill 
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circular-sawn east jamb provide evidence that the door was moved twenfy inches to the east in the nineteenth century. A 
piece of plywood covers the weatherboard above the foundation on the lower nortiieast comer of this facade. The north 
rear found^ion £^pears in better shape tiian tiiat on the soutii, and no indication of cellar windows is seen here. Three 
original beaded weatiierboards remain below portions of the molded comice, also of the first period. 

Interior Dwelling: 
The cellar is entered through a later opening near the northeast comer of the west hall floor. It currently has a shallow 
earthen floor about five feet from the pit-sawn joists, probably due to the underlying bedrock. Deeper excavation 
revealed what appears to be a plaster floor above some sections of bedrock.̂  The stone walls and joists retain residue of 
whitewash, used to brighten the dark space which does appear to have been lit by windows on the south fiont. Intemal 
stone walls are at the east and west ends for which no logiced purpose could be foimd following intensive study otiier than 
to provide additional support for the one-foot broad hewn summer beam tiiat extends several feet beyond tiie east̂  
Support for tiiis theory is evidenced in the eastem interior wall where the stones were not keyed into the north foundation 
and probably not into the south where repointing hinders analysis. The north foundation stones were actuaUy cut out, and 
the end of the east wall pushes into it.* Thus, the addition of the east interior wall is contributing to tiie stmctural 
deterioration of the foundation. The continuous hewn fixint sill, dated to 1763, and plates in the garret are of Period I, 
fiirther dispensing with an argument for additions to each end. Furthermore, being less than two feet to the west and 
under four feet on the east also does not warrant enough of an extension to justify the labor unless it occiured before the 
wood frame was constmcted. If these intemal foundation walls were not later built to give additional support to the 
heavy summer beam, Thomas Marshall may have realized that tiie fypical sixteen-foot-square or sixteen-by-twenfy-foot 
tenant house would be too confined for his growing femily, and immediately extended it out several more feet. The east 
mterior wall does have a niche in the northeast comer that may have been opened at one time for access from the exterior 
which will be more fiilly explored when the house is repaired and restored. 

The first floor has an ei^teentii-centwy hall-and-chamber plan. (Southemers referred to the parlor as tiie chamber in 
inventOTies during this period.)' The larger hall m the west was originally heated by a now-enclosed fireplace and 
contained the boxed stairs in the northeast comer. The lower winder portion and steps to the floor of the stairway were 
flipped over into the east chamber when the back door was moved twenfy inches eastward in the nineteenth century to 
better align it witii die front door. As designed originally, cross ventilation through tiie entrances was impossible, and this 
change created a more symmetrical dwellmg house. An early twentietii-century replacement paneled door is in tiie ntMlh 
entrance, and the board-and-batten door on the fixint is ofthe late nineteenth century. However, it is surrounded by a fine 
Period I architrave with an ogee or cyma-reversa back band festened with wrought nails. Wmdow openings face one 
another on tfie soutii and north walls. Tlie mortise-and-tenon-joined architrave of tiie south window is attached with 
wrought nails, witii a ghost of a back band evident The door and window trim retain evidence of Spanish brown paint 
under later layers. 

The vralls and ceilings of tiie hall are presently finished with Period n ten-to-twelve-inch-wide, beaded, horizontal boards 
with several coats of peeling white-to-grey lime wash. This circa 1800, mill-sawn, hall paneling is fiilty attached witii 
wrought rose-headed and T-headed nails, except for the east partition wall which has nineteenth-centiuy cut nails in the 
vertical boards. An early weathered board-and-batten door with H-L hinges and leather washers swings into the east 
chamber on tiiis partition. This door has numerous lock holes showing long exterior use, and its hei^t fits the south door 
opening where it likely belongs. The dividmg wall is awlcwardly cut around the soutii front door fiame and would have 
been relocated from its former position along the back wall of the boxed stairs in the chamber during tiie nineteentii-
century rear door and step alteration. The beaded mill-sawn horizontal boards on the walls in the chamber have been 
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festened with nineteenth-century cut nails. Carefiil removal of some of the wall and ceiling boards in both rooms 
revealed the holes for lathing nails in the studs and joists. Further, pieces of lath were discovered between the present 
ceiling and pit-sawn girders on the east and west ends. One on the east side was also bumed, another layer of support for 
a chimney on that elevation. Thus, the hall and chamber were most certamly plastered in Period I or at least prepared for 
the finish. The hall received paneling in the fourth quarter of the eighteenth centiuy or early nineteenth centuty, while the 
chamber wall boards were ^ l i e d later around 1820 judging by the discovered crossover cut nails. 

There is also considerable early plaster residue on tiie exposed stone chimney in the hall vMch fiirther supports other 
evidence that wall plastering was mdeed executed. The mantel is a crude board laid upon wood L-brackets. The 
original mantel and surround have not survived. Although many ofthe stones in tiie hearth have detached, its 
fiaming is largely intact. The sbc-inch-wide floor boards are a circidar-sawn replacement, with wire nails and 
remnants of linoleum. In tiie east chamber, a flat-^ianeled door has replaced tiie former window on the soutii wall. 
Two panels of roofing tin cover the bottom ofthe nortiieast comer where the cut for tiie former door is clear, but 
tiiere are longer circular-sawn boards over the southeast door, both discemed from the exterior. The north window 
has no sash, but the fiame is original. Three-inch-wide, cffcular-sawn, floor boards are m tiiis east chamber. This 
east end ̂ parently endured water penetration for some time since the last floor joist and sill had to be replaced, and 
the end of the summer beam is rotted or otherwise damaged. 

The garret has a two bedchamber, central passage plan and appears to be largely Period I constmction throughout, 
including the poplar floors, hewn and pit-sawn oak rafters, collar beams and joists. The "feet of the rafters rest on a 
[continuous] pit-sawn Mse plate, which is in tum nailed to the tops of the joists with wrou^t nails. The joists 
themselves are notched over tiie plate."* The rafters have tiaditional pegged mortise-and-tenon joints at the ridge. The 
ceiling of the west bedchamber retains sections of early common lime plaster, and the generally four-foot long, split 
lathing strips are fully attached with wrought nails, indicating a first-period finish. The angled side knee walls of wide 
hori2xmtal boards witii whitewash residue are attached to the riven oak studs witii cut nails, probably a Period III 
alteration. The knee walls are not original since wrought lathing nails and plaster residue cany down the rafters to the 
plate indicating a rarely seen fiilly plaster-finished garret The eight-to twelve-inch-wide hewn floor boards are tongue 
and grooved and joined with splines or strips of poplar in the west bedchamber. The peg holes to tighten these boards 
remain in every other joist This technique has only been seen in one otiier Fauquier Counfy dwelling house at Mt 
Independence, built circa 1780 for Maj. Jdm Thomas Chunn on Crooked Run. It has now been "restored," thus 
removing the period evidence.' 

The fireplace on the west end has been enclosed on tiiis floor as well, but evidence of the original shallow hearth fiaming, 
typical for a small bedchamber fireplace, remams in the floor. Although the existing chimney condition does not indicate 
two separate flues, the presence of the hearth "makes it very likely that there had been a firebox here at the time of 
origmal constmction."'" The window opening on the south side of the chimney has wrought nails into tiie rabbet joint 
connection to tiie hewn studs which also qipears of tiie first period. The east bedchamber has a circidar-sawn, wire-
nailed window jamb on the east wall, placing it m the very late nineteenth or early twentieth century. Yet to flie north of 
tills present boarded-up opening, a rabbet joint is cut in tiie hewn studs which are heavily weathered below sill height to 
flie floor on &cmg sides where the Period I vrindow was most certainly located. This situation ofthe window more to the 
north originally allowed clearance (or the strongly evidenced east chimney stack to its soutii. Apparently, tiiis window 
was repositioned toward tiie center after the chimney collapsed or was removed in the end of the nineteenth or in flie early 
twentieth century. The purpose of the opening relocation was for more symmetrical center placement ofthe window and 
to better illuminate the dark central passage through the door of this east bedchamber. 
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Although the poplar floor boards in both upper chambers are pit-sawn, planed, gouged for leveling at joists and finally 
fastened with wrought nails, the distinction between the rooms is the spline-joined tongue and groove in the west, while 
the boards are ship-lapped on tiie east One can only question whetiier the flooring in each room was performed 
sunultaneously by different joiners who used different methods or the result of a slightly later application. Yet, neither 
bedchamber could go unfinished for long due to the rapid expansion ofthe Marshall femily. A section of horizontal 
partition remains on the riven studs at the northwest comer of the east bedchamber. The wrought-nailed latiiing strips in 
tills bedroom have not retained plaster. Of particular interest is tiie effort to detail this private attic sleeping space. In 
addition to the plaster finishing above the primary floor, which is unusual for a leasehold house in this period of the 
eighteenth century, the door fiames into the east and west bedchambers were elaborated with a fine half-inch bead in 
Period I. 

This eighteentii-century Virginia house has endured minor alterations considering its 240 years of existence, largely 
caused by neglect and environmental impacts, or to improve ventilation and illumination and partfy influenced by a desire 
for symmetiy in the late Georgian period. The two-story, timber-fiamed, late-nineteenlh-or earfy-twentieth-century south 
addition was non-invasively attached and removed without damage to the fii^ade in the 1980s. Unlike too many of 
Fauquier Coimfys early houses. The Hollow was not absorbed and swaUowed witiiin a monumental addition. 
Representing the second oldest dated house in Fauquier County and retaining its original form, recognizable floor plan, 
design, materials, and workmanship, the finely-detailed Hollow dwelling house retains vety high architectural integrity. 

Meat House Ruins, contributing site, circa 1763: Used as a trash dump at least until 1959, judging by tiie Virginia 
license plate, a plastic ladies' eyeglass case and labeled product jars of the period, the stone foundation has recoitfy hem 
carefully revealed.'' The foundation measures sixteen-by-sixteen-feet square representing a typical meat house size in 
Fauqiuer County and the South. The entrance jambs are on the south side feeing the fiame chicken house and, more 
^propriately, the dwelling. A circa 1900 wahiut tree is growing into Ihe meat house at its northeast comer and is likely 
responsible for much of its deterioration. A cuca 1929 photograph shows the buildmg as stone up to the eave where 
weatherboard rises to the peak on the gable ends. 

House Ruins, non-contributing site, circa 1900: The frame house built off the south fiont of Thomas Marshall's 
dwelling and connected only by the flashing of the roof of its porch was demolished and pushed to a pile down on the 
east slope. It does not contribute to the period of significance. 

Chicken House, non-contributing building, circa 1915: This is a <me-story, one-bay, weaflierboarded fiame building 
witii a patched standmg-seam metal over wood shingle gable roof The enhance is at the southeast comer of tiie east 
elevation. A raised wooden floor now serves as storage for an antiquated refrigerator and other discarded items. With 
the loss of several weatherboards especially on the west side and overtaken on the north and east with thick 
circumference vines, the building is threatened with neglect and root penetration of the overhanging wahiut tree behind 
the meat house. 

Pole Cattle Bam, non-contributing building, circa 1980: This fiame pole bam has a metal roof and stands well off to 
the southeast comer of The Hollow dwelling. 
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' Slave Baptism Authorization dated 28 December 1828 by Thornton Ash for bearer Aifted for die Uberty to ap|^ for admittance to die Bafrtist 
Churdi'm die hollar* in the Upper Goose Creek Baptist Church Records, 1801-1859, Mss4 Up653 b, RkfanKHid: Virginia Historical Society. 

^ William J. Callahan and Edward R. Cook, PhD., "Tree-Ring Dating of The Hollow House, Markham, Fauquier County, Virginia," November 
2002,6; Herman J. Heikkenen, Ph.D., "Final Report, The Last Year of Tree Growth for Selected Timbers within "The HoUow" As Derived by 
Key-Year Dendrochronology" (Blacksburg, Virginia: Dmdrochronokigy, Inc., July 1996), 4. 

' Henry C. Green, telephone interview by author, 15 June, 2003. 

* Josh Duncan, David Weese, Mike KJein and Emily Lindveit, "Archaeotogical Survey and Excavation at The Hollow Markham, Virginia" 
(Fredericksburg, Virginia: Center for Historic Preservation, Mary Washington College, 2002), 18. 

^ Peter Sandbedc, Architectural Historian, "The HoUow: Architectural Investigation Report" (Williamslwrg, Virginia: Cotonial Williamsburg 
Foundation, 11 July2000X 12. 

' Duncan,etal,2002. 

^ Camille Wells, PhD, Department of Architectural History, University of Virginia, telephone interview by author, 11 April 2003. 
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8. Statement of Significance: 

The Hollow meets three areas of significance relating to the themes of architecture, politics/govemment and invention 
fix)m 1763 through 1773. Thomas Marshall arrived in Prince William County m 1753 as a planter. Four years after the 
birth of his son John, he received appointments as Fauquier Coimfys principal surveyor and magistrate. He quickly rose 
to leadership roles commanding the county militia and election to the House of Burgesses where he served on the most 
politically powerfiil committees with George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Between 1763 and 1764, Thomas 
Marshall built tiie dwellmg named for the valley that surrounds it and for the famous boy who grew up within its oaken 
walls. Although wom with time and neglect, the frame, colonial hall-and-chamber Hollow house is distinguished for its 
rare 240-year survival without invasive additions or alteration of its original sixteen-by-twenty-eight-foot form. Thomas 
Marshall invented a revolutionary tme meridian surveying device called Marshall's Meridian Instrument and which tiie 
General Assembly endorsed in two legislative acts. Possessing a contributing circa 1763 meat house site, a non-
contributing frame chicken house, a non-contributing fiame pole cattle bam and a non-contributing frame house ruin. The 
Hollow continues to have vety good integrity in location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feelmg and 
association. 

Justification of Criteria 

The Hollow is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places under Criteria B and C. The property meets 
Criterion B for its association with Col. Thomas Marshall who steadfiistfy rose from a backwoods planter to a respected 
gentieman surveyor, influential and multi-term member of the House of Burgesses, coimty sheriff, clerk of the court, 
honored soldier and inventor. Praised by his son as his only intelligent childhood companion, a watchfiil parent and an 
affectionate instructive friend, Thomas Marshall 'was the foundation of die nation's most celebrated Chief Justice of tiie 
United States Supreme Court. The Hollow applies to Criterion C for its architectural significance. Commonplace in flie 
eighteenth centiuy, a colonial hall-and-chamber Virginia house that still possesses its original form, materials and 
craftsmanship without envelopment within a larger addition or becomii^ secondaty to one is eqiecially rare, particularly 
in the Hunt Country ofthe Piedmont 

Historic Context 

The Hollow stands on a portion of the 2,925 acres of land on Goose Creek situated in Prince William County and granted 
by Lord F a h ^ to Charles Burges of Lancaster County in 1731. After the establishment of Fauquier County fixMn Prince 
William, Thomas Ludwell Lee and his wife Molly of Stafford County and Col. Richard Henry Lee with his wife Anne of 
Westmoreland County possessed the Burges grant On the 12th of October 1765, the first seven parcels of the patent 
were sold as lease lots, and Thomas Marshall of Fauquier purchased tiie second largest witii 330 acres '^^ereon the said 
Thomas Marshall now lives."' A typical three-life lease, the indenture designated Marshall's wife Maty and son John as 
the other two. The Marshall femily held the only lease to state that the grantee was aheady in residence, and no 
conditions other than the payment of five pounds of annual rent were placed upon him. The other six indentures required 
tenants to build at least a sixteen-foot-square dwelling house plus a twenty-four-foot-long by twenty-foot-wide tobacco 
house and plant one hundred apple trees. All would pay five shillmgs annual rent, except &e lessee of the ununproved 
and largest 350-acre tract, who was charged five pounds, because the crop value of the land was more valuable to the 
landlords.̂  
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Thomas Marshall enjoyed the special permission to build his house before 1765 because he had obviously agreed to 
serve as the agent for the Lee brothers on their Goose Creek tenement. Richard Hemy Lee and Thomas Marshall were 
well acquamted as members of the House of Burgesses since theu- respective elections in 1757 and 1761 At this time. 
Col. Lee resided at Stratford Hall in Westmoreland County, and his brother Thomas Ludwell Lee lived ui Stafford 
County, both a considerable distance from theu* landed estates in Prince William and Fauquier. Richard Hemy Lee 
confirmed the role he desued of his special tenant when he wrote to Patrick Hemy on the 26th of May 1777, "Col. 
Thomas Marshall was one of my Tenants & Collector m Fauquier."* Further support for his unportant service is seen m 
Mr. Marshall's signature as witness on all of the otiier indentures.̂  

Thomas MarshaU ri730-1802^ 

The Lees' preferred tenant Thomas Marshall appears to have been tiie great grandson of the Thomas Marshall of 
Westmoreland County who described hunself as a carpenter m his will recorded in 1704 in which he gave properfy to his 
son William. This last Marshall fetiiered John "of the forest," as referred to by his great grandson Charles m a letter to 
genealogist Paxton and vMch a later biographer leamed was how the gentry labeled poorer early settlers who lived in 
woods removed from a river.^ John of the forest owned about two hundred acres of marshy land on Appomattox Creek in 
Washington Parish and held nineteen slaves at the time of his deatii, which does not suggest absolute poverfy.̂  The 
planter sent his son Thomas to classes taught by the parish's Rev. Archibald Campbell. Thomas would become a skilled 
land surveyor, but whether he was bound as an apprentice, received on-the-job training by a tradesman or self-taught 
remauis unknown. FoUowing his fether's death in 17S2, Thomas acquired the wet and overworked Tidewater fiumland 
fitHn his mother Elizabeth Markham Marshall but chose instead to emigrate northwest by the Potomac River to Prince 
William Counfy where boundless un-surveyed land presented greater opportunify. A deed of "bargain and sale" 
suggesting a fee-simple purchase from Frederick Fishback and his wife for an undisclosed number of acres on the 22nd 
day of October 1753, documents Thomas Marshall's first known presence in Prince William.* The court fiuther admitted 
to record an unspecified deed from John Hufinan to Thomas Marshall on tiie 23rd of September 1754, and one of these 
parcels fi^m the second generation of Germantown settiers on Licking Run probably had a frame house standmg similar 
to the one-and-one-half-story, two-bay-wide, Tihnan Weaver House.' Marshall married Mary Randolph Keith, the 
daughter of Rev. James Keith of Turkey Run Church and Maty Isham Randolph, and their first child, fiiture Chief Justice 
John MarshaU, was hom on the 24th of September 1755.'** Surety reUeved, the new fetiier jomed the Prince William 
Counfy militia commanded by Major John Frogg m October. Records do not shed a bright light on his activities that 
awarded rank during the French and Indian War, but in the years following and before the Revolution, George 
Washington called him Captain MarshaU." 

Thomas Marshall continued to gam significant status as a public servant and legislator m his own right aside fiom being 
the fether of a future Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. Upon the formation of Fauquier County in 1759, the first 
court appointed him Justice of the Peace and the principal surveyor of the territory of tiie emerging local govemment 
The appointment as Fauquier County surveyor required the endorsement of the Virginia Surveyor General and the 
President and Masters of the College of WilUam and Maty.'̂  This accomplishment marked his rise m society for 
"Virgmia's eighteenth-century surveyors were recognized among their class-conscious contemporaries as gentlemen -
members of the gentty ^^ose right to govern polity and economy, as weU as to set cultural standards, was seldom 
questioned."" As Thomas Marshall's fiiture record verifies, colonial surveyors fi«quentiy rose to leadership appointments 
commanding the county militia and election to the House of Burgesses where their attfre was no less feshionable than the 
satin-coated gentry. They also had the means to constmct their own fitintier mansions "if sometimes less unposing than 
the grand Palladian edifices buih along the lower James, [they] were of impressive style witiiin their own regions."'* 



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018 
(8-86) 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places The Hollow 
Continuation Sheet Fauquier County, Virginia 

Section 8 Page 9 

The court next {̂ pomted Thomas MarshaU to gather and compose the first list of tithables for adult mhabitants in 
Fauquier. Among the listed, he is shown as owning three slaves, Jacob, Hannah and Juba. His fether left him Jacob and 
Hannah in his will. As county surveyor, tiie court ordered the payment of four hundred pounds of t(4>acco to him for his 
savices m Fel»iiaiy of 1760. While the breadtii of that particular service period is unclear, the amount exceeded the 
usual fee paid to surveyors in the Piedmont at the time by fifty pounds.'̂  The next year, Fauquier County fi^holders 
distinguished Thomas Marshall by electing him as then' representative m the House of Burgesses. A second major 
accomplishment for tiie prominent fiontiersman occurred m 1761 when Govemor Fauquier appointed "Gentlemen" 
Thomas Marshall, George Washington, Fielding Lewis, WilUam Green and Thomas Rutherford as commissioners ofthe 
nulitia for the counties of Culpeper, Fauquier, Frederick, Hampshire, Loudoun and Prince WiUiam.*' Captaia MarshaU 
and his esteemed colleagues were responsible for defendmg and protecting the fitmtiers of these colonial counties against 
the mcursions and depredations ofthe Indians and overseeing the accounts for miUtaty arms, provisions, payment to the 
troops and otiier oqienses. 

Appointed to the Committee of Trade in the House of Burgesses in November 1762, the next monfli the assembfy granted 
his requested leave of absence until the end of the session for unknown reasons. He actually did not retum to 
Williamsburg for twenty-three months. Although the Fauquier Court reappointed Thomas to collect titiies and as Justice 
of the Peace and Court of Chancety, his responsibUities for tiie county did not increase." Surveyor "ThcMn MarshaU" 
did survey and plat the 13,038-acre division of the late Charles Burges's grant east of Goose Creek and separated by 
Crummy's Run in March of 1763." While biographers of John Marshall clahn that his fether was an agent and surveyor 
fiM* Lord Fairfex at this time, confirmation has not surfiu^d. Yet on the 3rd of March 1763, tiie Frederick County court 
ordered him to survey and plat 1,086 acres of land within its boundaries to settle a dispute between Thomas Conway and 
Peter Ruffiier. Dated 26 April 1763 and signed in his traditional hand, "Thom Marshall," the origmal document is fUed at 
the University of Vfrgmia among business and legal papers of the MarshaUs regardmg the Raleigh Colston portion of 
Leeds Manor in Frederick County. This might suggest an involvement with the proprietor or just be a coincidence of his 
profession. Nor is he among the identified surveyors ofthe Northem Neck between 1710and 1780, but he is listed as a 
quitrent coUectorfor Lord Faurfiocm 1778 wUchwoidd designate him as his agmtin the lateeighteeothcentuty.̂  Thus, 
Marshall's sabbatical does not appear to be connected to any obligations to the Lord Proprietor, but his requested absence 
fixim legislative duties occurs during a significant year in his life, and the explanation follows under the heading of 
architectural significance. 

Upon his retum to the House of Burgesses m the fall of 1764, he resumed his position with Richard Hemy Lee on the 
Committee of Trade, chahed by Benjamin Harrison.̂ ' Thomas MarshaU was among his feUow Assemblymen mchiding 
Patridc Henry to pass flie defiant resolutions against the Stamp Act in May of 1765. This was flie year, of course, w ên 
MarshaU officiaify held a signed lease for his land and home on Goose Creek vAnch one historian noted was: 

a one-and-one-half story fiame house, with two large rooms to each story. This wras considered a feh-fy 
large house for Fauquier County in that period and indicated Marshall's growing financial and social 
standmg. In makmg tiiis change, MarshaU moved from a smaU-fermer neighborhood to one of large 
landowners. Henceforth he was to be associated with the latto* rather than the former, and thus may be 
said to have entered a new phase of his career. From now on, he was to continue to mcrease in political 
power and to prosper financialfy. The pioneer of Locking [sic] Run had become the squire of the 'Hollow.'^ 

The squire sold the fee-simple Germantown home of250 acres to Jotn Ariss for 250 pounds on flie 26tfa of August 1765, 
anotiier mdication that tiie femUy had left tiie residence pnar to the date of tiie Goose Credc leasehold indenture.̂  
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Thomas MarshaU and his wife Maty had five children upon movmg to "the hollar," future Chief Justice John (1755-
1835), Elizabeth (1756-1842) Mary and James Markham (1764-1848).̂ * Maty bore tiu-ee more children tiie next two 
years when Juditii arrived m 1766 followed by twins William and Charles in 1767. Both years were professionally 
eventful for Thomas MarshaU as well. Fauquier County renewed his 1763 conmiission as Justice of the Peace and further 
established him as one ofthe leading members of the local judiciaty with appointment to the quorum ofthe court. The 
govemor chose MarshaU over two other candidates and bound him to the high constitutional office of sheriff of Fauquier 
County in 1767. In addition to keeping the peace, his feithfiil responsibUities involved issuing warrants, precepts and 
coUecting all quit rent fines. Within muiutes of taking the oatii of office, "Gent" Sheriff Mar^U {Hotested that flie county 
jaU was insufficient.^ Although not a son ofthe gentiy class, since his settlement m Fauquier, Thomas Marshall had 
risen in social status from a common planter to a respected gentleman of h i ^ integrity through his service as surveyor, 
magistrate, representative in the House of Burgesses and sheriff of the county. 

The future Chief Justice would have been nine years old when the family moved up to The Hollow after completion of 
the house in the fall of 1764. The rapid accomplishments of his father showed that his education within the parish of his 
boyhood home in Westmoreland had served him well. In his brief autobiographical sketch for Justice Joseph Stoty in 
1827, John did not specifically name his Hollow home but proudly praised his fiither for his wisdom and guidance: 

My fetiier possessed scarcely any fortune, and had received a vety Umited education; ~ but was a man 
to whom nature had been bountifiil, and who had assiduously unproved her gifts. He superintended my 
education, and gave me an early taste for histoty and for poeby. At the age of twelve I had banscribed 
Pope's essays on Man, with some of his moral essays. There bemg at the time no grammar school in the 
part of the country in which my Father resided I was sent, at fourteen, about one hundred miles fmm 
home, to be placed under the tuition of Mr. Campbell a clergyman of great respectabiUty. I remained 
with hun one year, after which I was brought home and placed under the care of a Scotch gentleman v/ho 
resided in my Fatiiers fiunily. He remained in the family for one year, at the expiration of which time I 
commenced reading Horace and Livy. I continued my studies with no other aid than my dictionary. 
My Father superintended the English part of my education, and to his care I am indebted for anything 
valuable which I may have acquired in my youth. He was my only intelligent companion; and was 
both a watchful parent and an affectionate instmctive fiiend.^ 

As John MarshaU described his education, he probably realized that he was providing a glimmer into his fiither's similar 
schooling in the backwoods of Westmoreland County that must have developed principled values, inspired a curiosity for 
knowledge and formed a commitment to serve his country. Too young to achieve comprehensive understanding of Pope's 
essays whUe living in Germantown, much of the future Chief Justice's patemal instmction m grammar, handwriting and 
poetry must have occurred at The Hollow between 1764 and 1767 for his proficiency of transcription at twelve. MarshaU 
biographers report tiiat Thomas sent his eldest son to the academy of his former tutor Archibald CampbeU in Washington 
Parish during his fourteenth year." It was common for clergymen to be the first educators in Colonial Virginia jMoviding 
tutoring within tiie parish church, in the home of a parishioner or outside under the shade tree for children fixim outlying 
plantations, especially for those who chose to live in the frontier. 

Bishop Meade identified the Scoteh tutor John Marshall referred to as James Thomson who came to Fauquier in 1767 or 
1768 and after a year retumed to Glasgow for ordination.̂  For John to be fifteen at the time of Thomson's tutoring at 
The Hollow, the year should be after the formation of Leeds Parish and appointment of Thomas MarshaU to the vestty in 
1769.̂  In fiict, the parish advertised for a miruster in the 15 November 1770 Virginia Gazette. Apparentty, Thomson 
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served the year of his deaconship for the newly formed parish, and to the benefit of his chUdren, Vestryman MarshaU 
offered the young pastor residence at The Hollow in exchange for tutoring. Upon the expiration of his deaconship, James 
Thomson retumed to Scotland for fiill ordmation into the priestiiood. Counting the Scottish tutor, Thomas, Maty and 
theu- ten chUdren at tiie time, thirteen people dwelled within the four-room Hollow house untU 1771.'° 

The 1769 General Assembly session marked Thomas Marshall's rise to prominence as one of the most politicaUy 
powerful leaders through his stance on die Committee for Propositions and Grievances, Committee for Religion and the 
Public Claims Committee. He shared tiiis honor with feUow committee members George Wâ iington, Thomas Jefferson, 
Richard Hemy Lee, Edmund Pendleton, Richard Bland and Archibald Caty, aU recognized as the most unportant 
mdividuals m the colony. The Gentlemen legislators redefined existmg county boundaries by creating new jurisdictions, 
unproved colonial transportation by furthering laws that estabUshed roads, ferries and bridges, investigated grievances 
brought against pubUc officials and claims against the colony at a cost to the treasury.'' 

One of Thomas MarshaU's most significant achievements whUe livmg at The HoUow was his invention of a tme meridian 
surveymg device which he called "Marshall's Meridian Instrument." Intended to make surveying more precise, the 
General Assembly in February 1772 passed an act directing that all surveys and plats be obliged to the tme meridian and 
suggested that tiie method to do this is "none more simple, or better adapted to a Surveyor's Purpose, than that proposed 
by Mr. THOMAS MARSHALL of Fauquier, who first proposed an Amendment ofthe Act directing Surveys ofthe Land. 
His Instrument is chei^ and portable, and the method of usmg it is easily leamed."'^ Even Thomas Jefferson owned one, 
for he wrote "Marshall's meridian instrum^t mahog cin/20" in his circa 1784 list of his scientific instruments.'' Also a 
^led siu^reyor, Jefferson's notes mfcmn that flie mstrument was finely encased in mahogany and cost twenty pounds or 
perfaiqis doUars. Colonial surveyors deah witii mferior instruments 'widch feiled to determine magnetic decimation with 
accurate compensations because the meridian dfrectional needle would not Ue stUl when it was supposed to come to rest, 
and surveys of the tune were often frau^t with errors. WilUamsburg merchant Edmund Dickinson advertised the tool in 
tiie 7 May 1772 Virginia Gazette: 

GENTLEMEN Surveyors, and otiiers, may be supplied witii Mr. THOMAS MARSHALL'S new invented 
Instrument for finding the VARIATION of the Needle by the Subscriber. This Instrument is extremely 
simple and cheap, and wiU be singularly serviceable to Surveyors if the Act takes Place v^ch obliges them 
to retum Plot and protract their Surveys by the tme Meridian. 

Demonstrating fiiU endorsement and confidence in Thomas MarshaU's mvention, in May of 1773, the Goieral Assembfy 
passed an amendmrat to the 1772 duties act requiring that surveyor's use the tme Meridian or be penalized and again 
suggested the gentlemen use the "cheap, port̂ le and easily leamed" Instaument made by Thomas MarshaU and avaUable 
at Mr. Dickmson's in WUUamsburg.'* Unfortunately, an extant Marshall's Meridian Surveying Instrument has not been 
discovered to date, and the measure of its success since 1773 has not been documented. Still, at the time of its invention, 
Thomas Marshall's Meridian Surveying Instrument must have been a revolution in the art of surveying to have impressed 
the end(Ĥ ment of the House of Burgesses in two legislative acts. Of course, the inventor hhnself was among tiie 
Assemblyman who lobbied for and endcHsed the scientific breakthroû . 

By 1773, Maty was again expecting. Her husband had been reelected to the House of Burgesses, but resigned to accept 
the position as Clerk of tiie Court of Dumnore (now Shenandoah) Counfy." Having lived at his second home the same 
amount of time as the Germantown house, Thomas MarshaU paid Thomas Tumer a substantial sum of900 pounds and 
ten shUUngs for fee-sunple ownership of a 1,700 acre-plantation, stiU on Goose Creek, but on the east side of Cobbler 
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Mountam on the 13th day of January 1773.'* Nme months later, Thomas assigned the 330-acre lease of The Hollow, 
"whereon the said Marshall now lives," to John Webb of Northumberland Counfy for the lives ofthe origmal lessees, 
meaning that when he, Mary and John died, the properfy would revert back to tiie Lees. Leaving a 330-acre leasehold, 
MarshaU had definitely leveraged hunself to the ranks of a gentleman witii a landed estate. However, while he buUt a 
sUghtiy larger seven-room, one-and-one-half-stoty, frame dweUing at "The Oaks" where five more chUdren were bom, 
the house would have no finishing finer than at The Hollow.'̂  

Thomas Marshall retumed to the House of Burgesses as Fauquier County representative in 1774 as the tension with 
British rule heightened and signed tiie resolution of non-importation drafted at Ralei^ Tavem.'* A wittiess of Patrick 
Heruy's notorious "Give me liberty or give me death" speech, he told his son John that it was "one of the most bold, 
vehement and anhnated pieces of eloquence that had ever been delivered."" When the War for Independence began, the 
newly promoted Major Thomas MarshaU served as a field officer in the "largest and best known of the minute battaUons, 
canying flie fiu-ling coiled rattlesnake flag which wamed T>ont Tread on me!"*** Commanded by Col. Patrick Henry, 
Lieut. John Marshall stood alongside his fiiflier. Considered an honor, the battalion fought in the Battle of Great Bridge 
in December 1775, the first Virginia battle of the war.*' Transferred to the 3rd Virginia Regiment of Foot in 1776, he 
rapidly rose to colonel after the Battle of Princeton, was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel on 13 August 1776 and eamed 
full Colonel status on the 21st of February 1777. Noted for scrupulousness. Colonel MarshaU reorganized the 3rd 
Regiment by recruiting only patriotic colonists, sans British loyaUsts and deserters. Recommended for bravety by George 
Washington to the Vu-ginia ArtiUety Regunent m 1777, through his command, this militia became "Marshall's 
Artillety."*^ Colonel MarshaU concluded his war service with its disbanding m 1781. Named surveyor of Fayette 
(Kentucky) County, all but the adult children moved to a new wildemess between 1783 and 1785 where he defined the 
state boundaty, continued to serve his country and helped establish a new westem fixintier.*' Col. Thomas MarshaU died 
the year after President Adams appomted his eldest son John Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court. This 
monumental achievement must have been tiie proudest moment for the fetiier John MarshaU revered, but the greatest 
misfortune is tiiat he did not live anotiier year to see his son establish the superiority of the U. S. Constitution. 

Praised as his only intelligent childhood companion, a watchfiil parent and an affectionate uistmctive friend, Thomas 
Marshall was the foimdation of the Ulustrious Chief Justice John MarshaU. He influenced his children by personal 
example in his own determined rise fiY>m a backwoods planter to a respected gentleman surveyor, magistrate, iiifluential 
and multi-term member of flie House of Burgesses, sheriff, public servant clerk of the court, honored soldier, inventor 
and teacher. The loving fether eloquently revealed his lifelong doctrine when he wrote a grief-stricken letter to John 
following the deatii of daughter Lucy. Speaking of his grandson, "TeU [Mr. Ambler] to be carefiil to sow the seed of 
virtue and honor early in his breast - to make it virtuous r^er than leamed, if he caimot make it both."** Undoubtedly, 
Thomas MarshaU sowed fliose seeds by teaching his fifteen children to respect tiie aufliority and equity of the law and to 
unprove nature's gifts because five of his sons became lawyers, one a clerk of the court and the seventh was a physician.*' 

The Hollow - Thomas Marshall's Colonial Hall-and-chamber Dwelling House  
"The Boyhood Home of Chief Justice John Marshall" 

In his poignant eulogy to Chief Justice John Marshall in 1835, Horace Binney provided the earliest associating reference 
to the location of his boyhood home for which the house was named. "After residing a few years at Germantown, the 
fether removed with his femily ̂ u t thirty miles farflier west, and settled in tiie midst of the mountains east of the Blue 
Ridge, at a place caUed The Hollow* m a countiy thinly peopled and destitute of schools, but remarkable for tiie salubrity 
of its atmosphere and the picturesque beauty of its mountam scenety."** Also recognized by the MarshaU fiunify as "The 
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Boyhood Home of Chief Justice John Marshall," the one-and-one-half-story, three-bay-wide, colonial hall-and-chamber 
house has long been a local landmark.*̂  In 1998, the Vu-ginia Department of Historic Resources acknowledged this 
nationally significant mid-eighteentii-centuty dweUmg with a highway marker that begins, "In 1765, John Mar^iall, tfioi 
nine, moved with his famUy fiom his bulhplace 30 miles southeast of here to a small, newly-constmcted wood fiame 
house known as The HoUow" one-half mile to the north. The house, built by his fether, Thomas Marshall, was his home 
until 1773..."** Dulany deButts, the eighty-year-old, great-great grandson of Chief Justice MarshaU grew up at Edward 
Carrington Marshall's Iimis, nortii of The Hollow. He emphatically states that fiom one generation to the next of his 
renowned femily, rooted in Fauquier, each child leamed by tiadition that the lonely fiame house on the hiU was mdeed 
theu- ancestral home where Thomas and Maty Marshall raised tiie nation's greatest Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. 
Mr. deButts is remindful that since first settlement in the mid-eighteenth-century, "Maridiam hasnt had a great uiflux of 
new foUcs just a new generation or two of the same famUies" who were related to the MarshaUs or well-acquainted with 
the later owners. "That seems to be hard for historians to grasp and every day the house deteriorates."*' 

Suffering from decades of neglect during trustee ownership smce the 1970s, a non-profit organization formed in 1981 to 
seek measures to preserve the Marshall residence. Their extended purpose has been to: 

obtain historical and architectural evaluation in order to achieve National Register listing, to procure, 
preserve and distribute historical data on the mdividuals whose formative years were spent m the 
dwellmg, theu- contribution to state and national histoty and to present this building and property on 
which it stands (when restored to its original state) to the public in a manner in which it can serve as a 
witness to tiie way of life of tiie earfy settlers of Fauquier County, Virginia.* 

The Friends of the Hollow have woiiced with Umited fimding, and without ownership, to mothbaU and limit r^id 
deterioration of the home where Chief Justice John Marshall spent his boyhood years. Still, the house is m poor condition 
and needs immediate attention. The tenons of joists in the cellar are pulling out of mortises as wUdlife fiirrow under the 
foundation and current heavy rains fintiier the erosion of soU and fabric. 

Although an earlier two-hour preliminary architectural investigation m the 1980s indicated fliat w^le it was possible for 
tiie house to be dated to the 1760s, the interior wainscoting with a narrow bead in the west hall and the 1815 textbook 
date of when wrought nails fell out of use, led toward a later eighteenth to early nineteenth-century constmction 
potential.'* However, the doggedly intensive, multi-phased and multi-disciplined evaluation during the last three years 
exammed deeper mto the stmctural system and found layered evidence supporting earlier plaster finishing under the 
horizontal paneling and greater understanding of later alterations as described in Section 7. Architectural analysis of 
materials, technique, tool marks and nails does involve an awareness of the date range of use influenced by availabUity, 
road development toavel, craftsmen, economic fectors and tradition in the locality. Ultimatefy, die tiiorou^ architectural 
evaluation since 2000 overwhehningly supports the 1763-1764 confirmed date of constmction for The Hollow. 

Throu^out his life, Thomas Mar^U was a hard-working man, who, because of monetaty necessity to support his large 
fiunily or for personal satisfection, held more than one occupation simultaneously and still served as a member of the 
House of Burgesses in WiUiamsburg. Since his first election to the House m 1761, he held the position continuously 
until leavmg Vfrginia for Kentucky, except for resignmg during his tenure as sheriff of Fauquier County and the year he 
was clerk of the court in Dunmore County. He actively participated in tfie sessions eitiier in Williamsburg or by 
conducting appointed services on various committees which would place him in different parts of the CtHnmonwealtii. In 
spite of this busy life, Thomas Marshall took onfy one leave of absence bora his legislative duties in tiie House beginning 



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018 
(8-86) 
United States Department ofthe Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places The Hollow 
Continuation Sheet Fauquier County, Virginia 

Section 8 Page 14 

in December 1762 until the 30th of October 1764 session.'̂  This time fiame is significant, and dendrochronological, 
architectural and archaeological evidence supports it being for ordy one reason. 

This period coincides wifli two scientific dendrochronological studies conducted in 1996 and 2002 that concluded the oak 
trees of his fiame house on Goose Creek ui northwest Fauquier were felled after tiie growing season of 1763 and 
immediately hewed into stmctural members before the next fidl. The tree-ring dating analyses concurred that storage of 
the heavy oak timbers was highly unprobable because there are wide gaps in joints and slued broad-axe check marks 
showing post constmction shrinkage of green wood. The oak members have no evidence of post-felling insect tunneling 
or fimgi activity under still-existing bark. Furthermore, by all supporting documentaty evidence, Thomas MarshaU was 
the fust to arrive and reside on this 2,925-acre grant, a relative frontier m the 1760s, and all fiaming members are pit-
sawn or hewn. A hardwood to begm with, oak becomes especially hard with age and is "much, much easier to work w^le 
green."" Thus, with all of his professional and public obligations. Captain MarshaU needed the leave of absence from 
tiie distant House of Burgesses to build a new fiame home for his expanding family on a larger, arable leasehold in 
northwest Fauquier. 

Archaeological studies have determmed that "historic sites cluster near road networks, and on top of, or near the tops o^ 
hills or ridges because of tiie desfre to leave prime bottom land open for agricultural purposes." ^ As the first resident 
and agent on the Burges-Lee tract, Thomas MarshaU obviously had his choice, taking the second largest but best 
envfronmentaUy situated parcel. Foremost, the earliest colonials sought arable land with plentifitl water sources for 
drinking, bathmg, food, agriculture and tran^itation. The latter being supplemented by land travel on Native American 
trails and developing colorual roads. As westem migration moved colonists from the rivers of flie Tidewater niland to the 
Piedmont, settiement foUowed natural springs, streams and creeks. Marshall's parcel was sufficiently suppUed by water. 
Goose Creek ran entirety along the southem boundaty. Wildcat Hollow meandered fixim the north line Mfy to the south 
center of tiie property, and several streams coursed from them. Interestingly, Wildcat HoUow Run is called Sawmill Run 
in 1835 with Cabui Run flowing westward fixim it within Marshall's tract.'' Lying at the foot of Naked Mountam, the 
distant north pastures behind his dweUing site are stiU today marked with Umestone outcrops where Thomas MarshaU 
surety found plentiful stone for constmction of the foundation and stone chimney(s) as weU as timber fiom the forest 

Access to this unsettled fiontier grant had become easier since 1751 when the Prince WiUiam County court appointed 
overseers to unprove the westem trail fixim Cahnes (Manassas) Gap eastward across the Shenandoah Road. This 
passage is the present-day John Marshall Highway running from the Manassas Gap in the Blue Ridge through Markham 
east to Route 17, tiie road to the Shenandoah, Wmchester and south to Fredericksburg. The Fauquier County court 
ord -̂ed fiirther surveys and unprovements to this Manassas Gap Road east to Thomas Watts' and Robert Ashby's on the 
Wmchester-Fredericksburg Road between March 1760 and OctobCT 1765. Also by the 1760s, a road fix>m Fredericksburg 
and Falmouth to tiie Lord's Manor lands would cross the road to Culpeper south of Warrenton and pass through Thomas 
Marshall's leasehold about 800 yards fixim his dweUmg site. While the road network is unportant for settlement the 
presence of Thomas Marshall on Goose Creek in the early spring of 1764 fiulher evidenced by his appointment to assign 
tithes to clear and view the way of proposed alteration of the Manassas Run Road, is sigiuficant At the time. Goose 
Creek was a good distance by horseback bom his former Germantown home on Licking Run in southem Fauquier, and 
his new house was probabfy afready standmg, and prominently positioned on the top of the hiU to provide good visibUify 
toward all qjproaches and overlooking his outlying agricultural fields. Also typical of tiie eighteenth-cenbuy plantation 
setting, situating tiie fiame dwelling back from the Manassas Run/Gap Road allowed the tiaditionaUy long entrance way 
iq) to the mansion.'̂  Shnilar distance from the main road fixmting the house is seen at The HoUow's nearest 
contemporaries. Yew HiU (dated 1760-1761) and Summerset on Route 17, about four and eight miles to the east. 
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Historian Rhys Isaac recognized that Virginia gentty such as Landon Carter, Robert Beverley and Richard Henry Lee 
situated thefr plantation mansions on the river while thefr manor lands for leasing to "common planter" tenants were 
removed fit>m major waterways, "so that the vast majority of the total [colonial] population lived amid fields and trees 
along lesser creeks [where they built] the humbler Vugjiua house."'* Thomas MarshaU was more than a common planter, 
however, and he did buUd with the probable assistance of slaves Jacob and Juba the Virginia house, "a one-and-one-half-
story fiame dwelling with two rooms on the ground floor and a chimney on the gable at one or both ends. It was covered 
witii unpainted riven clapboards, made by splitting four-foot lengtiis of the oak timber that was so plentifid in tiie 
country."" The only discrepancy m this description is that MarshaU used sUghtly longer poplar wood planed wifli a one-
half-inch bead for clapboarding of the exterior oak timber. It is not surprismg that the fether of John Marshall built a 
fiame house, for seventy-seven percent of the dweUmgs planters advertised in the Virginia Gazette between 1736 and 
1780 were built of wood which remained plentiftil, of course, in Colorual America and on tiie unsettled Goose Creek.*" 
One of America's premier architects, Thomas Jefferson noted tiiat "the private buildmgs are vary rarely constmcted of 
stone or brick; much the greatest portion bemg of scantiing and boards," and he seemed relieved that they were quite 
"perishable."*' Surely then. President Jefferson would not be surprised that President James Monroe was bom m a one-
stoty, three-bay-wide, "modest wood-frame house" in Westmoreland County, that appeared little different in origmal 
farm than tiie one his General Assembfy colleague built at The Hollow.*̂  

Thomas Anbuty observed in 1779 that houses in Vfrginia "are most of them built of wood, the roof being covered with 
shingles, and not always lathed and plastered within, only those of the better sort that are finished in that maimer.. ."*' 
Thomas Marshall's house was of the better sort, for substantial evidence also reveals fliat he fiiUy finished the in^or haU 
and chamber ground floor rooms as weU as the two attic bedchambers with plaster. The attic, called flie garret when so 
finely finished, had a center passage where wrought lathmg nails for the ceilmg and side walls of the stairweU survive. 
Colonial WUliamsburg architectural historians recentfy investigated The Hollow and noted that "it is rare to have this 
type of fiilly developed plastered passage on tiie attic level of a house of tiiis size, especially if we date this constmction 
to 1764. Such a passage gave a great deal more privacy than was then customary to both of the bed-chambers at tiiis 
level. There is no evidence that these partitions were ever moved or otherwise altered."** 

The door surrounds into tiie flanking garret bedchambers fiirther distinguish Thomas Marshall's Virginia house. 
Ahhough plain door fiames are fer more common in private attic fiunify quarters of an eighteenth-century colonial hall-
and-chamber house, remnants of the wrought-nailed architrave in the west chamber clearly show exceptional detailmg 
with a planed half-inch bead. Unusual on a high-style Georgian dweUmg where decoration seldom carries above the 
primaty floor, this Period 1 elaixHation is especiaUy rare in a mid-to-late-eighteenth-century vonacular colonial hall-and-
chamber house situated on a tenement in the remote fitmtier environs of the Piedmont. 

Addmg to the architectural significance of Thomas Marshall's Hollow house, is the mitered hearth fiammg in the rarely-
seen spline-joined poplar floor in the west bedchamber of the garret. Combining the evidence of the certain fireplace m 
the west ground floor haU and the strongly-indicated east-end chinmey, tiiis second-floor fireplace demonstrates that 
apparently the MarshaU femily, includmg the fiiture chief justice, enjoyed three heated rooms, ̂ ^ch is remarkable for a 
surviving 1763-1764 house so fiir fiom the Tidewater. Robert Ashby's Yew HiU undoubtedly had two gable-end 
chinmeys origmally for a fiame, one-and-one-half-stoty, tiffee-bay-wide house witii a lesser width of just under twenty-
seven feet, and so does Sunimerset There is substantial architectural evidence fliat The HoUow also had a chimney at the 
east end. Refer to the 2003 first floor plan for the location of two later circular-sawn, mfiU studs mserted between the 
first pit-sawn stud fitim the nortii fmat and the next pit-sawn stud, a span of sbc-and-one-half feet, just three inches 
narrower than the stone chimney width on the west end. A significant discovety is that these cfrcular-sawn studs are toe-
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naUed with wfre nails into the upper girder where expected earlier mortises are absent If there had been mortises to 
receive the tenons of earUer studs, one might argue that rot or insect damage caused replacement of the vertical member. 
The siU is also cfrcular-sawn and a replacement member, so the toe-nailing of the mfiU studs to it is not unusual in tiie late 
nineteenth or early twentieth century. 

Ihe second indication of a an east-end chimney is the original location of the second-stoty wmdow more to the north 
where interior signs of its certam execution mclude the rabbet joint cut m the hewn studs which are heavify weathered 
below siU height to the floor on feeing sides. The present more centered window was inserted m circa 1900, judging by 
the circular-sawn jamb festened with wire nails. This more northern situation allowed clearance for tiie strongfy 
evidenced east chimney, and the rhythm is more in keeping with the window location on the west gable end. There does 
not ̂ pear to have ever been a hearth in the east garret bedchamber, however, because flie poplar floor planks are pit-
sawn, gouged over the joists for levelmg and festened witii wrought nails. The floor in tiie chamber below is nineteentii 
centuty, similar to its waU paneling. Thus, there is no hearth presentfy. Access for study undemeath is d^ed because 
the cellar is partial. This east end {̂ iparenUy suffered some trauma to have lost the ̂ parent chinmey, sill, the end of the 
summer and chamber floor ̂ c h can be ftirtiier explored during restoration. However, there is more architectural 
evidence to support Period I execution, and not just intention, of the east-end chinmey because of the certain garret 
window relocatitm and the later method, tools and nails used to insert the studs. Had the buUder intended to have a 
chimney on this end and changed his mind during constmction, late-eighteenth-century workmanship would be present. 
He would not have left the upper end gfrder unsupported in the center, especially when its ends were less braced because 
of doors flanking the chimney. Archaeology could not find evidence of a chimney on tiiis east end, nw could one be mled 
out The west-end chimney, like the foundation of the dwelling, has onfy a single stone course below grade. Late 
nineteenth or twentieth-centuty landscaping qipears to have caused heavy disturbance around the house, and the stones 
may have been used m tiie two-story house buUt on the south in cfrca 1900.** 

Altiiough Thomas Mardiall and his wife Mary qipear to have subscribed to tiie beUef expxessed by tiie Chief Justice, "the 
events of my Ufe are too ununportant, have too little interest for any person not of my mmiediate fiunify," written and 
artistic primary-source documentation of a chimney on the east end of the house does exist.** Rev. Norman Fitzhugh 
Marshall, the great grandson of Chief Justice John MarshaU who grew up at Bergen two ferms north of The Hollow in flie 
late nmeteenth century, and his cousm EDea Harvie Smith corrê nded between 1936 and 1939 whUe the fiirmer was 
having an etching made of the home to give to the John Mars^l House. He was uiterested in her memories and 
photogrqihs and ultimately found the selected, undated, black-and-white to accurately depict the house he remembered 
the summer of 1876 when he stored sucrase [sugar] mside. Smce the circa 1916 picture of The HoUow m Beveridge's 
book showed onfy the west-aid chimney, he q)parently wanted verification of his recoUecticm of an east-aid chmmey. *̂  

In a 1936 letter. Rev. Norman MarshaU rough-sketehed a first floor plan of the house he described as having two rooms 
up and down bom memory. The plan is closely accurate, showing the larger haU as sixteen-by-fifteen feet and the 
chamber as twelve-by-fourteen feet Obviously, he obtained these incorrect room measurements fiom Beveridge, and ttie 
elderfy gentieman "beUeve[d] flie E. nxmis were of log & the W. rooms were added."** Exterior chimneys are drawn on 
both gable ends, and tiie rear fenestration is right. He probably forgot the southwest window on tiie fitint, but he does 
show a door south of the east chimney on the east end. Speaking of tiie extant west chimney the next year, the Reverend 
informed that "a negro who lived on tiie place in 1935 told me the old chimney (one of two) was stiU there."*' He farmer 
wrote fliat he would be contacting Aleck Green who would know the fects. Alexander G. Green was the son of James R. 
Green wriho owned The HoUow when it was part of Rose Bank between 1877 and 1917. In October of 1937, Norman 
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MarshaU related to EUen Smith that A. G. Green had responded that no ffre had occurred before or after 1916 to destroy 
any part of John MarshaU's house and that he "understood the original cabm is now standing - which is log - my fether 
some 30 years or so ago had this weatherboarded & added a 2 stoty wing in fixmt of it" He tiien continued, "In 1876 the 
buUding had weatherboards. It also had a chimney on tiie E. end. I have no information when that E end chimney was 
desfroyed."™ 

Ultimately, the compilation of unages gatiiered by Norman Marshall, including the north setting with Naked Mountam 
behind the house, produced an etohmg by artist Elizabeth WiUdns showing the one-and-one-half-story, three-bay, 
weatherboarded fiame house with a gable roof and an exterior-end stone chimney at each gable. Having supplied Ms. 
WiUdns with Beveridge's photograph of the watercolor of Oak HiU as a guide in which the first-story window sash is 
muddled, she appears to have eight-light casements in The HoUow house windows and did put dormers on the wood-
shingled gable roof The Reverend explauied, "there were no such windows in tiie second story of the original [house]."̂ ' 
The stone meat house stands northeast rear. He and his cousin titled the image, "The second home of John Msu-shaU The 
Hollow,' near Markham, Fauquier County, Vfrgmia, as recalled by Norman F. Marshall, a great-grandson."'̂  

Beyond having three heated rooms and the distinction of design details on both floors, the original form as a one-and-
one-half-st(My, three-bay-wide, weatherboarded fiame, eighteoitii-centuty dwelling is neariy a classic vonacular cokxiial 
hall-and-parlor/chamber " X Y l " house intensely studied by architectural historians Henry Glassie and DeU Upton. As 
Glassie has observed on other Virginia houses of this period, the primary entrance "piercing" is sUghtly off center and flie 
haU with the stairs is square and larger, while the chamber is less wide and smaller, hi fiict, the first flow plan is similar to 
the Stiatman House that Dell Upton mvestigated in Surry County." The stafr location and doorway between tiie haU and 
chamber are identical, and one of The Hollow's east-end openings, a door, on the south side of the chimney is shown on 
the Stratman House.'* In tiie latter, however, tiie fixmt and back exterior door openings are opposite, which is \^ere The 
Hollow differs. Originally, the north rear door of the MarshaU house was nearly two feet out of alignment with the near-
center front entrance, which would have made the back elevation more asymmetrical and inhibited afr flow. Such 
disparity of fit>nt-to-back entrances is unique and can only be explained by the builder's determination to have three s t ^ 
on the floor of the hall rismg to the winders of the boxed stafrway which is a more graceful and comfortable foot 
^proach, but not a necessary design. One step would not have caused the back door to be shoved westward. Thomas 
MarshaU may have decided against a steeper and fiilfy contained box stafr witii narrower winders out of ccHicem bx his 
chUd-bearing wife carrying young children to the upper bedchambers wiien they were not sleepmg m the hall. 

The study of eî teenfli-century dwelling houses advertised for sale in tiie Virginia Gazette by architectural historian 
CamUle Wells determined that "even tiie prosperous and privUeged dwelt in stmctures tiiat were smaU."" Rising in 
stature as a planter, surveyor, magistrate and county representative to tiie House of Burgesses, however, Thomas MarshaU 
built a sizeable dwellmg in Fauquier County m 1763-1764. SpecificaUy, tiie house is sixteen-feet-four-inches deep with a 
lengtii of twenty-seven feet eleven inches, or overaU, sixteen-hy-twenty-eight-feet in dimension. Twelve years after his 
departure fixMn The Hollow, Fauquier County compUed a 1785 census, ensiled by the General Assembly, m which four 
of the twelve enumerators gathered dimensions of tiie dwelling houses. In fiiimess, however, two of these enumerators 
sporadically obtamed dunensions mstead of complete lists for all residents. StiU, this documentation offers a measure of 
comparative data for flie significance of tiie size of Thomas Marshall's Hollow leasehold residence. Am(mg the 211 total 
of dimensioned houses, 164 were smaller than Thomas MarshaU's, (mly 35 were larger than and 11 equaled its size. The 
staggering statistic that seventy-eight percent of the dimensioned dwellings were smaller twelve years after its actual 
constmction, further establishes the architectural significance of the Marshall fiunifys far-fixim-humble dwellmg at the 
foothills of Naked Mountam m the fiontier hoUow of northwestem Fauquier County.'* 
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Explaming away the confiision caused by the log cabm myth portrayed by earlier historians and two descendants of 
former owners of The Hollow is a moderate challenge. This is not one of the legends begun by Beveridge, however, but 
Paxton certamly may be held responsible for mfluencing Thomas Marshall's many descendants who took an author's 
word without question." It is misleading that the 1876 boyhood memoty of Rev. Marshall recaUs a log house, but during 
the 1930s site visit by his correspondmg cousin Ellen Smith, she did not catoh the discrepancy when some of the timber 
fiaming was exposed by missmg weatherboard. It may be that the heavy broad-axed tunbers were no different than logs 
to her. Not a single photogr^h or drawing has surfeced to confirm these log accounts. In 1937, the WPA surveyor 
labeled the house Thomas Marshall's cabin of bare log, but tiiere are several reasons strongly suggesting that she 
surveyed the wrong house. On the survey form, she entered none for weatherboardlng, one brick chimney, eight smaU 
panes m the wmdows, three large and two small rooms inside plus a ladder stafrway. Furthermore, the #382 Thomas 
Marshall Cabin is sited incorrectly on the Vfrgmia Historical Inventoty Map south of the raifroad track opposite Route 
724 in Markham. Archaeology conducted all over Thomas Marshall's 330-acre original leasehold found no eighteentii-
centuty artifacts m this lowland and extreme southeastem comer of The Hollow tract.™ Fictional foUdore labeling 
fiontier houses cabnis or of log and the mfluence of runeteenth-centuty Jacksoruan cabm mythology bear some 
responsibility for expecting a 1763 boyhood home of the Chief Justice of the United States to be a log sbiicture. As the 
gentleman farmer/ former postmaster of Markham explains, "People have a great way of saying old houses are log when 
tiiey arent."*" 

After Thomas Marshall and his family left The Hollow, John Webb lived in the house for only sk years, dying in 
Fauquier m 1778 and ownmg a "pafr fire tongs," anotiier indication of at least two fireplaces, usmg one for each floor.*' 
A pafr might have moved fiom flie heartii in the hall to the suspected fireplace in the east chamber. Williamson Webb 
received The Hollow from his fether and had sbrteen Negroes, six horses, nme cattle and a zero rate of crop coverage m 
1787, showing a continuation of tenant fanning.*' He assigned the leasehold to WilUam Withers in 1792 who would 
purchase the property in fee simple from the second generation of tiie Lee family two years later.*' Merchant Nimrod 
Farrow acquired The Hollow property m 1806, but he had previously purchased eighty acres on the northeast boundary 
where his graveyard presentfy remams near an early nineteenth-centuty house.** Because he did not own any other 
parcels at fliis time and because of the location of his cemetery, it appears that Nimrod and his wife Dolly continued to 
live on tiie eighty-acre tract If the land tax records can be trusted, however, no buildings stood on the eighty-acre parcel 
m the mid-1820s, but enumerators were often confiised by undetermmed boundary Unes of an owner of muhqile adjacent 
tracts. Increases in total tax values on the former Marshall tract begm occurring in 1815 comciding with Farrow's 1814 
purchase of 114 acres on the east side of The Hollow and known to have a standmg mill, later caUed Springfield. Nimrod 
Farrow has three mills on Goose Creek in 1815 mcludmg the merchant miU buih on the soutiiem boundary of Thomas 
MarshaU's former leasehold. He may have buih a circa 1815 miller's house behmd the merchant miU which would later 
be enlarged by next owner Col. Tumer Ashby and named Rose Bank for the flowers planted by his wife Dorothea.*' 

In 1819, Farrow gave only a small triangular lot of land m the southwest comer ofthe old leasehold mtended to contam 
the "meeting house that had been buiU for months and years" and sufficient fiont yard for up to one thousand w îte 
people, a yard to accommodate tiiree hundred colored people and another for horses and carriages.** Retuming fiom 
Dauphine Island on Mobile Bay, Alabama where he had lost great sums of money as a public works contractor of the new 
fort in the mid-1820s, Farrow discovered more buildings with additional land and tunber loss than he had initiaUy 
authorized. This communify witii a few nmeteentfa-centuty stores, dwellmgs and the meetinghouse wcHild fevor him wifli 
tiie name of FarrowsvUle. The fortification debt forced Farrow to seU the rest of the properfy he had acqufred from 
Withers and his mills through various deeds of trust that eventually led to pubUc auction. Col. Tumer Ashby bought the 
cfrca sixteen-acre portion contammg Thomas MarshaU's dwellmg, the merchant miU and related buildings m 1827.*̂  
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The fiunUy, mcluding the fiiture Gen. Tumer Ashby, lived in Rose Bank behind the merclumt miU with, "Thomas 
Marshall's house on tiie back of the ferm."** 

In February of 1850, John Marshall's son Edward Carrington Marshall, the newly elected first president ofthe Manassas 
Gap Raifroad Company, acqufred Rose Bank mcludmg his grandfatiier's house and renamed tiie properfy and village 
Markham after his great grandmother. Demonstrating an emotional bond, Edward C. Marshall also caUed tiie properfy flie 
"home place."** Sunultaneously, he also bought the rents of tenant Edward HaU, shown as a miUer living ui the 
household of miller/fermer WiUiam H. Page in the 1850 census. Apparently, Mr. HaU leased flie Rose Bank merchant 
mill, but The Hollow dwelling may have provided a residrace for Marshall's fi^e black carpenter Richard Gaskms.** 
WhUe living in the Markham dwelling fitctng the village, Edward C. MarshaU could oversee his father's boyhood home 
fiom the back porch and the buildmg of the Manassas Gap Raifroad fiom the south front. An old timer reported that he 
tore down the merchant miU south of Rose Bank because it blocked his view of flie raifroad constmction." The 1865 
land tax records reveal that the Markham Station dweUmg had bumed with a $4,000 value. Sunultaneously, the CivU 
War left the raifroad m rums, plungmg Thomas MarshaU's grandson mto debt Still, tiie rebuUdmg of Rose Bank appears 
to have begun four years prior to its sale to Baltimore merchant William A. Loney, who apparentty never removed fiom 
Matyland, and would only retain the enlarged 240-acre portion ofthe Mar̂ iaU hcnne place untU 1877 when fermer James 
R. Green acqufred the tract.̂  

Mr. Green used The HoUow dweUmg to shelter his black fiinnhands. Also a carpenter, around tiie first decade of the 
twentietii centmy, he built a two-stoty, fiame house above a stone foundation about ten feet off of die soutii fiont instead 
of enlarging the historic Thomas MarshaU dwelling. Immediately or shortly tiiereafter, Mr. Greoi carefidly leaned a died-
roofed porch from tiie comer boards of the new house over to the one-and-one-half-story residence. Cfrca 1930 
photographs reveal that the porch roof came to rest into the weatiierboards and was fastened by nails mto tin flashing in a 
most non-invasive way. Weatherboard enclosed only the west side of the porch, and this caused no iU effect to the 
colonial dwelling." He probably had two femilies living inside The Hollow, which is why flie southeast window is now a 
door, but they desfred rame living space or separation. It is douMiil tiiat thirteen people ever ŝ ain Uved m The HoUow 
after the MarshaUs vacated. Considering the easiest option of tearing out the end walls and building wings onto Thomas 
MarshaU's house, James R. Green was surely aware of the past and respected the historic value of the former boyhood 
home of J<An MarshaU. His deliberate act of preservation protected the historic integrity of The HoUow and has 
established its significance as a rare surviving example of the unc(Hiq>romised form of a coltmial haU-and-chamber house. 
Ultimatety, the descendants of James R. Green deserve a great deal of respect and appreciation for watohmg over The 
Hollow for tiie last centuty and a quarter, even though thefr direct ownership ceased in 1917. 

Beguinmg its life as a tenant house for Fauquier Counfys patriarch of the Marshall family and the Chief Justice himself 
The HoUow dwelUng appears to have had one fee-shnple resident between 1794 and 1806, and thereafter provided 
shelter for ^te and black fermhands for Rose Bank. It is known that at least since the 1920s until The Fauquier 
National Bank became executor for the Katharine Jones Lake Estate in 1970 that black tenants resided in the house soutii 
of the Marshall dweUing. The Bmghams, >̂ ose daughter Alice married Lester EweU on flie west front porch of the two-
story house, were the very last residents of The Hollow.** 

One undated, handwritten essay by Nellie Waller, titled "Markham" discovered during mtensive background research 
bears discussion. Apparently between 1870 and 1875, Nellie visited Markham, and was so stmck by the "small village 
nestled in the vety heart of the Blue Ridge" that she wrote to "teU something of the homes of two of the most noted men 
of tiiefr day Gen. Tumer Ashby and Chief Justice Marshall."" Nellie portrayed Rose Bank as: 
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a quaint old house [that] seemed as if it were entfrely composed of gables and windows... standing 
on the raifroad above Markham, it strikes you at once it must have been the home of some illustrious 
leader... just back of it fertiier up the side of the mountain side is to be seen a smaU he^ of stones 
entirely covered with vines once tiie home of one of Vfrginia's greatest lawyers and Statesman Chief 
Justice Marshall.** 

Stone pUes, overgrown, vine-covered buildings and mins are quite common on Piedmont farms in norfliwestem Fauquier 
County. Ms. Waller's identified placement farther up tiie side of the mountain suggests that she looked for the MarshaU 
residence in tiie wrong place because the extant 1763-1764 dweUmg house stood on a stone foundation fiiraway fiom the 
side of Naked Mountam. Furthermore, the stony terrain and slope would have prohibited Thomas MarshaU from 
constmcting his dwelling on tiie mountainside. Nellie was obviously taken with the most recent and widely celebrated 
heroics of Confederate General Ashby whose former home had been reconstmcted, enlarged after tiie CivU War and 
become stiU more imposmg. By comparison, the architectural status of the tenanted MarshaU house most likely would not 
have caught the visitor's attention because she perceived the boyhood home of the Chief Justice of the United States 
Supreme Court to be as aristocratic and stately as the birthplace of the "Knight of the Confederacy."" Ultimately, the 
evidence produced fiom the multi-discipluied layers of research, architectural, dendrochronological and archaeological 
evaluation bear more weight than this unsubstantiated essay. 

The Center for Historic Preservation of Mary Washington College conducted an archaeological survey and excavation 
around The HoUow dwelling, dooryard and in the partial cellar during 2001-2002 to aid architectural evaluation. Among 
several interesting discoveries, portions of what ê pears to be an earlier plaster floor above bedrock undemeath the 
earthen cellar which remains under study. The Center recalled the occurrence of plastered subterranean floors in a 
dafry/cold storage area at Mount Vemon. Results yielded a possible late eighteentii-centuty occupation of tiie area 
judging by the presence of white salt-glazed stoneware (1720-1770) creamware (1762-1820), handmade wrought nails 
and pearlware. The archaeologists noted that "tiie presence of white salt-glazed stoneware is significant because it is the 
only artifect found during the entfre project which truly represents the beguining of the time period in which the 
Marshalls occupied the Hollow bract of land [and concluded that] a 1760s date of constmction is possible."** The Center 
recommended surveying the entfre Hollow tract as an essential first step towards tiie location of eighteentii-centuiy 
features and artifect concentrations. 

A second archaeological survey was conducted at The Hollow in 2002 by the Center. This time tiie evaluation extended 
beycmd the present owner's perimeters to cover the entire 330-acre Thomas MarshaU leasehold, chiefly to detemiine 
whether other dwelling sites of the 1763-1773 period existed. Additionally, should the desfred historic association with 
Thomas Marshall occur, the owner will pursue the futiu-e establishment of the John MarshaU boyhood home children's 
park. The subsequent goal ofthe archaeological analysis, therefore, was designed to gather data for fiulhering future 
management and interpretation of The Hollow properfy. Fieldwork and analysis was enhanced by investigation of 
comparative data regardmg the size of eighteenth-centuty stioictures in Fauquier County and the location of contemporaty 
historic archaeological sites in the westem Piedmont and Vfrginia. 

Implementing a multiple-stage archaeological research design, "the entfre landscape across tiie leasehold was sampled to 
see if expectations based on the known location of eighte^tfa-century houses were reaUstic, flien focusing oa flie hi^ 
probabiUty of landforms."** "Transects were positioned to mtersect level upland ridges and fillers, the most likely 
settings for eighteenth-century sites based on previous work in Vfrgmia [and the Piedmont].""" The last fieldwork phase 
more intensively focused on tiie only otiier (west of The Hollow dwellmg) ridge top north of Route 66 fliat had produced 
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any artifects, outward down through the agricultural fields, south of Route 66 to Rose Bank and the lowlands around the 
Primitive B^tist Church in Fartowsville. The northwest ridge contamed an extremely low scatter of nmeteenth-centuty 
artifiicts only, with an abrupt drop m the fields and lowlands witii mcreased distance from The HoUow house "which is a 
pattem characteristic of eighteentii-century sites elsewhere in Virginia."'*" The archaeologists concluded: 

Taken together, the archaeological and archival research indicates that the timber-fiame stmcture believed 
to be the boyhood home of John MarshaU conforms closely to the expected location, size and attributes 
of the eighteentii- centiuy home of a successfiil planter on the Virginia fiontier, and that no other portion 
of the property is more Ukely to contain the remains of an eighteenth-century domestic stmcture.'*"̂  

Combming the results of the 2001 and 2002 archaeological surveys, one outstanding reaUty occurs. Although creamware 
(1762-1820) was found at Rose Bank which gives it a late eighteenth-centiuy potential, white salt-glazed stoneware 
(1720-1770) was discovered at only one location on ttie entfre 330-acre leasehold - in The Hollow dweUing site. The 
locatitms of artifiict discoveries are shown cm the additional documentation, colored USGS m^s with the boundaty of 
Thomas MarshaU's 330-acre leasehold delineated. 

AU said, a compelling realization is that the finely-finished, colonial haU-and-chamber, Virginia house standing on the 
ridge norfli of Maikham traty is the boyhood home of Chief Justice John Marshall, built m 1763-1764 by his fether 
Thomas. The great grandson of the Chief Justice identified The HoUow in his letters, drawings and photographs. For at 
least two centuries, he and other Marshall descendants have come to see the earliest remaming house in the HoUow 
where thefr forefatiiers began. Some have excused flie tenant house for lacking the grandness of Monticello, Mount 
Vemon, Stratford, Westover or the John Marshall House in Richmond, all seemingly more fitting to a gentleman of 
Vfrginia. Yet, as he was rising in economic and professional status as a planter, surveyor. Assemblyman and public 
servant Gentleman Marshall built "one of the best eighteenth-centuty houses in the county," albeit on a leasehold 
propoty."" Thomas MarshaU took a leave of absence from the House of Burgesses fixim December 1762 through 
October 1764, and two independent tree ring dating studies yielded a 1763 feUmg date for the thnbers with constmcticm 
of The Hollow dwellmg by tiie feU of 1764. His lease for the 330-acre property indicated that the agent for landowners 
Richard Heruy and Thomas LudweU Lee was a resident on the tract before October 1765. Court records repeatedly 
evidenced Thomas MarshaU was in the neighborhood in 1764. Archaeology found white salt-glazed stoneware (1720-
1770) onfy at The Hollow house after surveying tiie entfre Marshall leasehold. Unlike the birthplace of James Momoe, 
deemed a nationally significant site, John Marshall's boyhood home stiU stands as a reminder of a loving fiither's ideals, 
and the seeds of virtue and honor which he sowed early in the breast ofthe nation's greatest jurist 

Dr. David C. Collins, CEO of Learrung Tree Intemational, dreams of sewing the same seeds of vfrtue and honor into 
willmg mmds witii the creation of the John MarshaU Boyhood Home ChUdren's Park at The Hollow. Plans include 
preservation and restoration of the colonial haU-and-chaml>er house under the guidance of architectural historians, 
conservators and the Friends of the HoUow. Dr. Collins has afready established a sinular undertaking at Mount Blanc 
near Cobbler Mountain where the Chief Justice built a home for his son John that was lost to fire in the late nineteenth 
century. Now called Leaming Tree Farm, in cooperation with the Fauquier County School Board, childr^ aijoy 
developmg computer and photographic skills while leaming about nature, plants, wild anunals, archaeology and realize 
local associations with the French and Indian War, American Revolution and the MarshaU fiimily's influence on Fauquier 
County, flie state and nation. The educator hopes children wUl leave The Hollow remembering tiiose blue hills, "What 
spires, what ferms are those? That is tiie land of lost content, I see it shining plain. The happy hi^ways 'where I wait 
And cannot come agam.""** 
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NOTES 

' Northern Neck Grant Book D, page 64, Thomas Lord Fairfax to Charles Burges of Lancaster County, 13 September 1731; Northem Neck Grant 
Book E, p i ^ 32, "The Lord Fair&x's Plat' of his Leeds Manor Lands by surveyor Sdbn Warner provides the outtme for the 2,92S-acre Charles Burges 
land, IS Novonber 1736; Lancaster County Will Book 12, page 239, Last WiU and Testamem of Charles Burges of Saint Maiye White Chapel Parish in 
Lancaster County, dated 4 November 1732, proved 14 March 1732; William Waller Hening, "An Act for the beOerenabhng the Executors ofthe last Will 
and Testament of Charles Burges, gent. Deceased, to pi^ his Debts, and Legacies, Ai^ust 1734;' Statutes at Uage, vol. 4 (Ricfamond, Voginia: Franklin 
Press, 1820), 4S1-3. Although Mr. Burges died testate, he left the greatest part of his estate cmtaining 17,777 acres undisposed. The Assembly 
empowoed Charles Burges's executors, his wife Fiances Burges, James Ball and Edwin Conwi^, to sell his lands which included the 2,92S-8ae Goose 
Cieek tract; Fauquier County Deed Book 2, page 424, -fhomas LudweU Lee and his wife Molly ofStaffixd County and Col. Richard Hemy Lee and his 
wife Anne of Westmoreland County to Thomas MarshaU of Fauquier County, lease of330 acres on Goose Creek "whereon die said Thomas MarshaU 
now lives" for five shiUings cuirent money and five pounds of rent annually during the natural lives ofthe said Thomas MarshaU, his wife and John 
MarshaU, his son. 

^ Fauquio'County Deed Book 2, page 424. 

' Richaid Hemy Lee Papers, 1767-1833, Personal Papers CoUecti(», Accessi(Hi 2146S, Richmond, Libraiy of Virginia. 

* James Curtis BaUagh, ed.. The Letters of Richard Henry Lee,y<A. 1 (New Yoik: The MacmUlan Company, 1911-14), 298. 

' Fauquier County Deed Book 2, page 413; DB 2, page 416; DB 2, page 420; DB 2, page 429; DB 2, page 433, DB 2, page 436,12 October 176S; 
O^et VetryC\ut}Nooi, Richard Henry UeSmtesinan of the ReyoliUion{Hoi%m^ 1967), 137-8. Mr.Chitwood 
indicates diat Lee discussed die payment of rent in tobacco on die Fauquier Estates widi Thomas MarshaU in 1775 because die tenants wete havmg 
difiBcuhytuniing crops into money due to export resbictiaasinaposed by Enghmd. MarshaU annoved and î reed to present the pr(qx)sal to his "feDow" 
tenants, but entered the military before doing so. 

'' '*immlA.VtxkM,TheS4arshatt Femily ( C m a i ^ 1885), 5-8; Albert J. Beveridge, TAellfti^JMnMvsftaff, 
mA. 1 (Boston: Hoî ihton Mi£Bin Company, 1916), 12-14; Jean Edward Smidi, Jaim Marshall Deftner of a Natkm (New Yoffc Hairy Hoh and 
Company, Inc., 1996), 23. 

' Paxton, 13; Beveridge, Appendix 2, wiU of John MarshaU, dated 1 April 1752, recorded 26 May 1752. 

' Prince WUUam County Court Minute Books 1752-57, Book 1752-53, page 291,22 October 1753. The deed book for diis time-frame does not 
survive in PWC. According to PWC Court Minute Book 1955-57, page 169,26 July 1756, Frederick Fishback acknowledged a Deed of Release to sakl 
MarshaU at die 26 July 1756 court, an indication that he was paid in full. While access to the actual deeds woukl benefit an opinion, the Deed of Release 
indicates that Thomas MarshaU was outright fee-simple purchasing the land fiom Fishback, but lacked funding. Leases geneiaUy do not require Deeds of 
Trust wliich further require a later release vibea the purchase price was paid. 

' A circa 1937 phott̂ raph of die Tihnan Weaver House in Germantovm, which had 1721 carved over the entrance, reveals it was a one-and-one-half-
story, two-bay-wide, fiwne house with a wood-shingled ̂ l e roof and two, exterior-end chimneys. An unidentified fiame house with an interior 
chimney stands behind the Weaver house. Archived at the Library of Virginia, die image is attributed to Hemy Hutton; T. Triplett RusseU and John K. 
Gott, An Historical Vignette of Oak Hill, Fauquier County Home of John Marshall, Chief Justice of the United States and Native Son of Fauquier 
Coi0tfv(We^minster,Maiyland: WUlow Bend Books, 2000), 8-9. 

Paxton, 37. 

" WUliam Harris Gaines, "Thomas MarshaU' (Mastei's Thesis, University of Viiginia, 1941), 8-11; Geofge Washington, "Match 1769' (Geoige 
Washington Papers atdie Libraiy ofCongress, 1741-1799: The Diaries of Geoige Washington, vol 2,1766-70); Calendar of Virg^nia,voL 1,508; wL 
3,128. 

" FMMpiier County Court Minute Bock 1759-1762, page 2,24 May 1759; Fauquier County Deed Book 1, page 1; Lyon O. Tyiet, od., "The 
Washiî ton-Wright Connectim,' 7>ier'j Quarterly Historical and Genealogical Magazine, vol 4 (New Yoik: Kraus Reprint Corp(»ati(Hi, 1%7), 
237-8; Stuart E. Brown, Jr., Virginia Baron; 7»c 5too'<?/'7*o«as ft* i«r</Fair/&x(Benyvafc,Viigin«: Chesapeake Book Co., 1965), 121-2. 

" Sarah Hughes, Surveyors & Statesmen (Ridimond: Viiginia Surveyors Foundatioa, 1979X 156. 
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" ftid. 

''nieWashington-WrightConnection,'238-9; Beveridge, Appendix 2; Prince WiUiamCountyCourt Minute Book 1752-53, page 291,22, October 
1753. The court adjudged "Juba a negro boy belonging to Thomas MarshaU to be twelve years okL" 

Fauquier County Court Minute Book 1759-1762, page 34,28 February 1760; Hughes, 157. 

" Joumals ofdie House of Burgesses, 1761-65 (Ridimond, 1908), 3; SbKutei, vol. 8,1, page 9-13,26 May 1761; Fauquier County Court Minute 
Book 1759-1762, page 198; Fauqruier//tetoWca/5bc/e/vBirffe/i«s, "Thomas MaishaU." Series 1 (Richmond: Old Dominion Press faic., 1921-1924X137; 
Gaines, 13-14. 

" Fauquier County Court Minute Book 1763-1764, page 131,23 June 1763; page 287,24 May 1764. 

" Prince WUUam County Deed Book Q, page 19,28 March 1763. This survey divides Charies Burges's original 13,879-acre grant between his 
grandsons Burges Smith, Burges BaU and guardian Robert Armistead. 

^ Smidi 1996,27-29; Gaines, 16-16; Survey and Plat by Thom MarshaU, 26 April 1763 in Business Papers and Legal Ptpas of die MarshaU Family, 
1763-1829, Mss 1106, Box 6, ChaitottesvUle, University of Virginia; Peggy Shomo Joyner, Abstracts of Virginia's NorthemNeck Wcarants & Surveys 
Duiunore, Shenandoah, Culpeper, Prince William, Fauquier and Stafford Counties 17I0-1780, vol. 3 (Portsmoudi: Peggy S. Joyner, 1986), xv. Thomas 
MarshaU emigrated west to Fayette County in 1783; Brown, 180; Fairfex Harrison, Virginia Land Grants (Westmmster, Maryland: WiUow Bend Books, 
1998), 182. Mr. Harrison lists die Northem Nedk ̂ ents, and Thomas MarshaU is not among them; RusseU and Gott, 9. Mr. RusseU and Mr. Gott have 
proven over the years to be reliable researchers and historians who noted diat Thomas MaishaU coUected quit rents for Lord Fairfax. 

" Gaines, 18-19, citing Statutes, 8: 1-10; Joumals of die House of Burgesses 1761-65, 227. 

^ Gaines, 21-22. 

" Fauquier County Deed Book 2, page 355, Thomas Marshall of Fauquier Gent & Mary his wife to John Ariss of Fauquier Gent, 250 Acres, being 
die same land Thomas Marshall purchased of Frederick Fishback, Timothy Redding and John Huffinan by their several deeds recorded in Prince WQIiam 
County for 250 pounds, 26 August 1765. 

" Slave Baptism Authorization by Thornton Ash fi>r bearer A l f i ^ for dte liberty to apply for admittance to the Baptist Church'in die hoUar in the 
Upper Goose Creek Baptist Church Records, 1801-1859, Mss4 Up653 b, Richmond: Virginia Historical Society. Dated 28 December 1828, diis is die 
eariiest refraence to the area as the hollow. Paxton, 51. James Maikham Marshall's day and month of birdi is not known. 

" Gaines, citing Fauquier County Court Minute Book, 1764-1768, page 3; FauquierCountyCourtMinuteBoc^ 1764-1768, page 167,26 MiQr 1766; 
page 322,328, 26 October 1767; Fauquier County Deed Book 3, page 70, Sheriff Constitution and Bond of Thomas Marsludl, 28 March 1769. 

* John Stokes Adams, ed.. An Autobiographical Sketch by John Marshall, 1827 (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1937), 4-5. 

" Smidi, 35; AUan B. Magmder, John Marshall (Boston: Houghton, Mifflin and Company, 1885), 3. 

'̂ Bishop WiUiam Meade, Old Churches Ministers and Familtes of Virginia, vol. 2 (Philadelphia, 1857; reprint, Baltimaie, Mai^and: GeneakigKal 
Publishing Co., toe., 1995), 218-19. 

^ Fauquier County Court Minute Book 1768-1773, page 227,23 July 1770; Charles Francis Cocke, Parish Lines Diocese of Virginia (Richmond: 
Virginia Slate Library, 1967), 21 ISmidi, 35.; Gaines, 26; ClaraS. McCarty, TTwFoothilbofThe Blue Ridge in Fauquier County,Vvgmia(^aiKittoii, 
Virginia: The Fauquier Democrat, 1974), 86. 

^ The Virginia Gazette, 15 November 1770. Advertisement for a minister stated the vacancy continues tiU the last of November next which further 
explains John MarshaU's statement diat Rev. Thomson's term expired. 

" Gaines, 29-30. 
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" Silvio A. Bedini, 'Marshall's Meridian Instrument" and "The MarshaU Mysteiy.' Professional Surveyor, July/August 1987,26-27,60. 

" Ibid, 60. 

" The Virgmia Gazette, 13 May 1772, Act of Assembly amendment requiring surveyors to survey to the true meridian; The Virginia Gceette, 7 May 
1772,13 May 1773, "Gentleman, Surveyors, and otheis may be supplied with Mr. Thomas MarshaU's new invented instrument...' 

"Thomas MarshaU," F«<^ier//ufonca/Socie/y£iJ/e/ins (Richmond OM Dominion Press, Inc., 1921-24), 138 

^ FauquierCountyDeedBookS, page 282, Thomas Turner of King George County to-Thomas MarshaU of Fauquier County, 1,700 acres in fee-
simple, 1 January 1773. 

Although he died in 1802 many years after leaving the landed estate to be renamed Oak HUl, Thomas MarshaU niade reference to it as "The Oaks" 
in his wiU as noted in RusseU and Gott, 11; Paxton, 23. Paxton fidly reprints the wiU. No tonger owning the land, the reference was made in devising to 
his son JiAnofThe Oaks who owned the propoty hi 1802. The Oaks/Oak HiU apparently was plastered inskle in Period L Not having the opportunity to 
fiiUy investigate, the author couki only wa&dirough the house in 2001 and briefly note details. Sincethai,theor înalbk)ckofOakHiUhasbeenguaed, 
with the removal of plaster and lath fastened with wrought nails that were deposited in a dumpster outside. (Witoessed during an exterior visit to 
compare exterior details last year.) 

Gaines, 57, citing Peter Force, ed., American Archives (Washmglon: 1836-46), 4:1,527. 

" Smifli, 44. 

* E. M. Sanchez-Saavedra, ed., A Guide to Virginia Military Organizations in the American Revoltdion 1774-1787 (Richmond: Virginia State 
Libraiy, 1978X 16. 

*' Rev. PhUip Slaughter, St. kiark's Parish (BaKimore, Maryland, 1877), 3, 14, 15,47. 

Sanchez-Saasvedra, 124,16, 38-40. 

" Gaines, 42-48; Smidi, 49; Paxton, 20-22; Hertiert A. Johnson, ed.. The Papers of John Marshall, vol. 1 (Chapel HiU: Univeisity ofNorth Carolina 
Press, 1974), 135. 

" Charles T. CuUm and Herbert A. Johnson, eds.. The Papers of John Marshall, vol. 2 (Chapel Hfll: University of Nortii Carolina Press), 323; 
Adams, 4-5. 

Paxton, 48,51,53, 58 and 69. 

* Horace Binney, An Eulogy on die Life and Character of John Marshall, ChtefJustice ofthe Supreme Cotat ofAe United States. Delivered at the 
request of the councils of Philadelphia, on the 24lh September 1835 (PhUadelphia: Printed by J. Crissy and G. Goodman, 1835; reprint, Clucago: 
CaUaghan & Company, 1900), 13. The earliest reference to the region as'the holbr,'but not in association widi J<^ MarshaU's home, occurred in 1828, 
shive Baptism authorization, see endnote 24. Binney is the first to associate John Marshall with the hollow, also his grandfidher as of the "forest' 

*'' Elsie McCarty of WiUow HiU, Elelapbne, Virginia, interview by author, 23 November 2001. Having turned 100, Mrs. McCarty passed away in 
2003, but her mind and memory remained strong to the end. Especially bright during this interview, the Marshall descendant informed that she spent her 
summers at Giendale across Leeds Manor Road fixm The HoUow, always known as the boyhood home of John Marshall by her family. Like many 
descendants, she said, "my mother was not very proud of it, but nobody had much of a pretentious house then!"; Norman Fitz-Hugh MarshaU of Jarratt, 
Virginia to Ellen Harvie Smith in Richmond, 25 October 1936, in possession of Ralph Higgins, Richmond, Virginia. Nonnan Fitzhi^ MaishaU was the 
great grandson ofChiefJustice John MarshaU, bom 9 February 1859 as he indicates. Rev. Norman MarshaU grew up at Bergen near Markham; EUen R 
Smith of Richmond to Cousin Nonnan Fitz-Hugh Marshall of Jarratt, Virginia, 3 November 1938 in possession of Ralph Higgins; Alexander G. Green, 
telephone interview by audior, 2 August 2000. Mr. Green is a son of James R. Green who owned Rose Bank containing The Hollow between 1871 and 
1877; WiUiam C. Stribling, int«view by audior, 4 August 2000; James R. Qteea, Jr. and CaroUne RibUe Green, Jr mterview by audior, 18 December 
2000. 
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Thomas M. deButts to Kadierine P. Long, Department of Historic Resources, 26 March 1998. 

*̂  Dulany F. deButts of Faiifex, Virginia to author, 22 March 2002. Mr. deButts is the grandson of Courtney Marshall, daughter of Edward 
Carrington MarshaU, son of the Chief Justice. He owns Innis today where his aunt Agnes MaishaU recaUs tiunks and boxes of letters both perscmal and 
dealing with the taUioad there when she was a child. Unfortunately, her modier threw sonie away and sent others to relatives m St Louis or Kansas she 
thought National on-line library index searches produced no MarshaU papers in either city or state. Direct libraiy contacts in KY proved unfinitfiiL 

^ "Certificate of lncorporati<« of The Friends of the HoUow," draft, Fauquier Heritage Soci^, MarshaU, Virginia, 1981. 

" DeU Upton, Architectural Historian, 'Report on die HoUow, Rt F284 at Rt 688, Fauquier County, Virginia' (Wmteidiur, Dekiware: Wmterttiur 
Museum, 18 April 1982), 4-5. 

Gaines, 17-18, citing the Joumals of die House of Burgesses, 1761-1765, page 227. 

" Dendrochronotogist BiU Callahan, <engcal@snip.net>,'Re: physical evidence of storage," omul to Cheryl Shepherd, 31 May 2003; Herman J. 
HeUdcenen, 'Final Report. The Last Year of Tree Growth for Selected Timbers Within "The HoUow" As Derived by Key-Year Dendrochronology' 
(Blacksburg, Virginia: Dendrochronolc ,̂ hic., July 1996), 4; Edward R. Cook and WiUiam J. CaUahan, 'Tree-Ring Ditting of The HoUow House, 
Markham, Fauquier County, Virginia" (Wyndmoor, Pennsylvania, November 2002), 6. 

^ Josh Duncan and M&e Klein, 'ArchaeokigKal Survey of The HoUow Tract Maikham, Virginia' (Fredericksburg, Virginia: Center for Historic 
Preservation, Maiy Washington CoUege, 2003) draft, n. p. 

'̂Fauquier County Cleric's Loose Papers, 1835-075 Plat and Survey, 1835, ofEdward Colston's Division ofLeeds Manor shows die Charies Bulges 
grant northern boundary as the .southern boundaty nf this portion of die Manor -Thnmas Marshall's nnrrii«ni hraiiutiiry k sn tjisriiK^ly iriangiiMeri it i« 
easy to distinguish, and "SawmUl Run" is where the presently-identified WUdcat HoUow Run is located on both historic and modem USGS maps. 

^ Nonnan L. Baker, Ka%'(2^<AeCftmte(//{i0i(Delaplane, Virginia: bydteaudmr, 20^ Richard W. Ste|4ienson and Marianne M McKee, 
eds. Kî ^ginia/nA<;̂  (Richmond: Libraiy ofVirgmia, 2000), 83. 

" Fauquier County Cleik's Loose Papeis, Road Series, Box 1,1762-004 Culpeper County Inhabitants for Road flxim WUliams Ford to Fahnouth; 
1764-002 Road Petitton Actions Viewers Report for way fiom Thumb Run to Upper Church; 1768-001 Viewer's Report to View Way tcom Benjamin 
Neale's School House on His Lofdship's Road to the Upper Church along the ridge to Thumb Run by Capt Dixon's line; 1770-002 Court Order for 
Viewer's Report on die Road from Manor Road to die Courthouse; Fauquier County Court Minute Book 1759-1762, pages 17,49,91,113,127,135,158 
and 223; 1763-1764, page 256-7 and DB 1764-1768, page 54. 

" Rhys Isaac, The Transfixmaiicm of Virginia 1740-1790 (Chapel HiU: The Unnersity ofNorth Carolma Press, 1982), 32-33. 

^ foid, 33. 

^ CamUle Wetts, "The Plantei's Prospect: Houses, Oudwilduigs, and Rural Landscapes in Eighteendi-Centuiy Virginia," Wiiuerthir Portfolio, no. 1 
(Spring 1993), 10. 

" Duncan and Klein, draft 2003,6:2-3; Henry Glassie, Folk Housing in Middle Virginia (KnoxvUle: University of Tennessee Press, 1975), 125. 

" Calder Lodi, ed.. The Virginia Umdmarks Register, 4th ed. (ChartottesvUle: Virginia Department of Historic Resources, University Press of 
Viiginia, 1999),543; KeidiEgtoef; "JamesMonroeFamttyHomeSite'or"JanMsMonroe'sBirth^ace,"Natk)nalR%istBrofHisloricPbcestoveBtoiy-
Nominatkm Fona, 1 December 1976. 

CuniUe WeUs, "The Etghteendi-cetttury Landscape of Virginia's Northern Neck," Northem Neck of Virginia Historical Magazine 37, no. 1 
(December 1987): 4242. 
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" Peter Sandbeck, Arcliitectural Historian, "Report on the HoUow: Architectural tovestigation Report" (Williamsburg, Virginia: Cotonial 
WiUiamsburg Foundation, 11 July 2000), 19; Cari R. Lounsbury, An Illustrated Glossary of Early Southem Architecture and Landscape (New Yoik: 
Oxford Univeisity Press, 1994), 157. 'Garret A room created partially or whoUy from the space immediately beneath a roof Unlike most kifis, garrets 
usuaUy were finished, often heated, and designed for living or working.' 

Josh Duncan, Davkl Weese Mike Klein and EmUy Lindveit, 'Archaeok^Kal Survey and Excavatkin at The Hollow, Maikham, Virginia" (Center 
for Historic Preservation: Mary Washington CoUege, 2002), 7-9. 

^ Adams, Autobiogrt̂ Mcal Sketch by John Marshall, 3. 

^ Norman Fitz-Hugh MarshaU to Ellen Harvie Smilfa, 7 July 1938,2 August 1938 in possession of Ralph Higgms, Richmond, Virginia. 

" Fftz-Hugh MarshaU, 25 October 1936; Beveridge, vol. 1, 37. 

^ Norman F. MarshaU to EUen Harvie Smidi, 8 October 1937. 

™ Nonnan F. MarshaU to EUen Harvie Smidi, 27 October 1937. 

'̂ Beveridge, vol. 1, Pbte of Oak HUl afia page 57; NcMinan F. MarshaU to EUen Harvie Smidi, 24 Fetnuary 1939. 

^ MaishaU to Smidi, 24 Februaiy 1939. 

" Gtassie, 25-33. 

" DeU Upton, "Vemacubr Domestic Architecture in Eig t̂eendi-Centuiy Virginia.' DeU Upton and John Michael Vlach, eds.. Common Places: 
Readings in American Vemacular Architecture (Adiens, Georgia: University of Georgia Press, 1986), 317. 

" WeUs, The Planter's Prospect, 6. 

^ Fauquier County Circuit Court Archives, 1785 State Census FauquierCounfy, Virginial785-003dnough 1785-005,1785-008 duough 1785-013, 
1785-013 duough 1785-015,1785-023,1785-026. Archivist Joan W. Peters, discovered tiiis lost census in 1994 during die mvaluable Cleric's Loose 
Papers project fi>r Fauquier County as part of a preservation grant from the Library of Virginia; Statutes, 1782-1784, vol. 2,415. 

" Beveridge, 37; Paxton, 20. 

^ Photographs m the coirespondence of Nonnan Fitz-Hugh MarshaU in possesskm of Ralph Higgms, Ridimond, Virgmia. 

" Frances Foster, "Thomas MarshaU Cabin," 5 August 1937; Virginia Historical Index Map, Fauquier County, Libraiy of Virginia; Duncan and Klein, 
2003, draft, 1:3 .̂ 

^ AtexanderO. Green, Jr, gentleman fiumer and fbnner Maikham postmaster, telephone interview by author, 16 June 2003; Edward Pessen, Tite 
Log Cabin Myth (New Haven, ConnectKut: Yale University Press, 1984), 17,22; MUce Klein, telephone interview by audior, 17 June 2003. 

" Fauquier County WiU Book 1, page 353, "John Webb's toventoiy,' recorded 24 August 1778; WiU Book 1, p ^ 355, "John Webb's WiU," written 7 
February 1777> recorded 25 May 1777. Confirmation of the correct John Webb is provided by his wife's name Judith in aU documents and the wiU 
devising the land he bought of Col. Thomas MaishaU to his son Williamson; Fauquier County Clerk's Loose Papers Oversize Land Records, 1773-003, 
"Marshall Conveyance to Webb," 11 September 1773, recorded 27 October 1773. 

" Fauquier County Personal Property Tax List, 1787. 

Fauquier County Cleric's Loose Papers Land Records £ Disputes, Box 1724-011 to 1824-011, Assignment WmSon Webb to WiUiam Widiers, 5 
April 1791;Fauquier County Deed Book 11,page 536,-fhomas Lee Senior and wife Mfldred Corbin ofPiinceWmiamCoumytoWUliamWi^ 
F8uquier325'/2 acres for 211 pounds, 12 shiUings, 18 April 1794. AMiough the acr«^ is less than Thomas MarshaU's 330, pbtting ofthe metes and 
bounds yielded an identicaUy-shaped parcel. 
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" A. G. Green, Jr, 16 June 2003; Nancy Baird, Carol Jordan and Joseph Scherer, Fauquier County [Virginia] Tombstone Inscriptions, vol. 2 (Bowie, 
Maryland: Heritage Books, Inc., 2000), 59. -fhe Virginia Historical toventoiy Map of Fauquier also has Nimrod Farrow's cemetoy, #318, misplaced 
and south of Route 55. 

^ Fauquier County Deed Book 16, page 810, WUliam Withers and wife Patsy of Fauquier to Nimrod Farrow of Fauquier 325 V2 acres; Deed Book 18, 
page 311, Nimrod Farrow and wife Dolly to John Ashby Jr, a 16 A. 2 R. 37 P. portion of the 325 Vi acre tract fiom Withers lying on Goose Creek; Deed 
Book 20, page 93, John Ashby and wife Sarah to Nimrod Fairow, the 16 A. 2 R. 37 P. parcel including a merchant mUl and aU houses, buddings, 
orchards, eto.; Fauquier County Personal Property Tax List, 1815; W(nks Progress Administration, Old Homes end Familtes of Fauquier County, 
Virginia (BerryviUe: Virginia Book Company, 1978), 167. 

*̂  Upper Goose Creek Baptist Church Records, 1801-1859, Mss4 Up653 b, Richmond: Vugmia Historical Society. 

" Ibkl; A BUI for die ReUef ofNimrod Fanow and Richard Harris and dieir Securities m die Senate of die United States, S. 64,21 Februaiy 1823; A 
BUI for die Relief ofNimrod Fanow, Richard Harris and tiieir Securities, S. 95,15 April 1824, U. S. Congressional Documents and Debates 1774-1875, 
Washington, D. C. Library of Congress; Fauquier County Deed Book 29, page 328, Nathaniel Grigsby and Josiah Tklball, Trustees of the first part, to 
Nimrod Fairow and Nimrod Ashby of the second part, to John Ashby of the third part and to Turner Ashby of the fourth part, 1 August 1827. 

" James B. Avirett, The Memoirs of General Tumer Ashby and His Compeers (Bahimore, Maiybnd: Selby & Duhuiy,1867X 19,32-35; MUhud K. 
Bushong, General Ttimer Ashby and Stonewall's Valley Campaign (Verona, Virginia: McClure Printing Company, toe, 1980), 7. 

" Fauquio- County Cleric's Loose Papers, Chancery Suit 1871-006, Ashby vs Green. Edward C. MarshaU's Febmary 1850 letter offering to purchase 
the propeity is among die papers of tiiis suit; Fauquier County Deed Book 63, page 266, Edward Cairington MarshaU, wife Rebecca Courtney Peyton 
MaishaU to WiUiam A. Loney of Baltimore, 240 acres more or less known as the 'Home Place" or "Markham." 

U. S. Bureau of the Census, Populatkin, Free Schedules, Fauquier County, Virgmia. Richard Gaskins, age 26, male, blade, occupatkm - carpenter. 

" Lee MofiErtt, Water Powered Mills of Fauquier County, Virginia (Warrenton, Virgmia: Lee Moffett, circa 1972), 44. 

^Fauquier County Land Tax Records, 1860-1875;FauquierCounty Deed Book 63, page 266,22 A|ml 1871; FauquierCounty Deed Book 69,page 
4, William A. Loney and wife Alice Louisa of Baltimore, Maiyland to James R. Green of Fauquier, 240-acre tract of land known as "Home place" or 
'Markham,' 20 October 1877. 

Fauquier County Picture CoUection -HH- Unidentified LAB #01-0368-05, LAB # 01-0368-06, LAB #01-0368-07, LAB# 01-0368-09, RKhmond: 
Library of Virginia. Although cataloged as an unidentified liouse, there is no mistaking The HoUow dweUing and circa 1900 fiame house on its south 
fiont; The 1883 Land Tax Records for James R. Green state "tocreased for a building' which would have occurred m 1882 or earlier to be counted that 
year. Rev. MarshaU's letters state that die south house was built by James R. Green in 1906. The mms of the house were pushed off ofthe foundation 
and down the east terrace into a pUe on another pUe of stones that may represent a bank bam. The timbers are circular-sawn, some have mortises and 
tenons, yet the only naUs found during a dig through the first few layers and into the sides were modem wire leading die audior toward an eaity twentieth-
century date of constmction, supported by Rev. Norman F. MarshaU, Henry C. Green and Alexander G. Green, Jr. 

'^HeniyC. Gteen, grandson ofJamesR. Green and brother ofAlexander G.Green, Jr, telephone interview by author, 15 June 2003. Mr.Greenhas 
managed The HoUow land, cutting hay, raising cattle and maintainuig the yard around the MarshaU dweUing for most of the last forty years; A. G. Green, 
Jr, 16 June 2003. The Greens have long demonstrated that they are Friends of the Hollow. 

^ NeUie WaUer, "Markham," essay, n. d., Ashby FamUy Papers, 1845-1934, Section 17, Mssl As346a 240-242, Rkhmond, Virgmia Historical 
Society; Sallie M. Hull at die Cottage to die Neighbortiood of My ChiMhood, 2 July 1875, "dear Sister Waller who is now in Glory," Ashby Family 
Papers, 1845-1934. Since Ms. Waller heroized Gen. Turner Ashby, partly described an extant Rose Bank which bumed witii rebuilding about 1869, and 
she died before the 2nd of July 1875, her essay appears to date between 1870 and 1875. A U. S. census search produced only one 'Nelly" WaUer, age 
64, black female, day hdxirer Uving in DeUiware with Mary, Martha and Maranda Waller in 1860, page 162,butshewouldnotseemaUkdycaiidk]atoto 
celebrate a Confederate General. 

' Frank Cunnmgham, Knight of the Confederacy (San Antonio, Texas: The Naylor Company, 1960), cover. 
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98 Duncan, 2002,6,17,20-21. 

^ Mike Kkin, Senior Archaeologist, Center for Historic Preservation, <)iiklein@mwc.edu>, "Hollow questions,' private response to Cher^ 
Shepherd, 17 June 2003. 

Duncan and Klein, 2003, draft, 1:3-4. 

""ibM. 

Ibid, 1:4. 

CamUte WeUs, HdJ, telephone interview by antiior, 11 April 2003; Upton, Common Places, 319-20. 

104 David C. CoUins to audior, 31 May 2003, quoting, A. E. Housman (1859-1936), A Shropshire Lad 
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Additional Documentation 
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Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch m^ for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with tiie SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete tiiis item at tiie request ofthe SHPO or FPO.) 
name _ Learning Tree Farms LLC, David C. Collins, PhD 

street & number_2814 Motor Avenue telephone_310-837-8485_ 

city or town Los Angeles state_ CA zip code 90064 
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GEOGRAPmCAL DATA (continued) 

UTM References (continued) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
5- 18 240920 4311880 6-18 241120 4311780 
7- 18 241100 4311460 8-18 240830 4311460 
9- 18 240780 4311240 10-18 240540 4310900 

11- 18 240500 4310640 12-18 240000 4310700 
13- 17 760040 4311340 14-18 240020 4311540 
15- 18 240440 4312000 16-18 240340 4312380 

The approximate boundary of the 322.3-acre parcel is delineated by the property outline on the Linden and Upperville, 
Virginia quadrant USGS maps included herewith and maiked by the preceding UTM reference points. 

Verbal Boundarv Description: 

The HoUow is situated approximately twenty-four miles northwest of the county seat in Warrenton and about four-tentiis 
of a mile nortii of the village of Markham in Marshall Magisterial District. The property is bordered on the west by 
Leeds Manor Road (Rt. 688), on the soutii by Marshall School Lane, Beulah [Church] Road and Naked Mountain on the 
east and the foot of the mountain with pastureland and orchards on the north. Interstate Route 66 lies south of its berm 
that rises above Marshall School Lane. Rose Bank, formerly lying witiiin tiie historic property, and Markham are south 
of this four-lane highway, and the John Marshall Highway (Route 55) runs through the village and intersects with Leeds 
Manor Road. This boundary is the same land purchased by Leaming Tree Farms LLC on 12 April 2000 in Deed Book 
865/1312 and outiined on tiie above-referenced USGS maps, site plan and GIS maps herewith. 

Boundarv Justification: 

Ihe boundary contains much of the 330-acre leasehold conveyed by Thomas Ludwell Lee, Richaid Hemy Lee and their 
wives to Thomas Marshall "whereon the said Thomas Marshall now lives" on 12 October 1765. The fiame 1763-1764 
fi-ame dwelling, stone meat house ruins, bam ruins and firame chicken house remain on the soutiiem portion of this 
boundary. This perimeter also includes the natural south-to-northwest flowing branch of Goose Credc which runs east-to-
west through the original southern boundary of Marshall's leasehold in Maikham. Goose Creek and this tributary served 
as the eî teenth-centuiy water source for Thomas Marshall and his &mily, q̂ jarently the only settiers among the lessees 
witii a standing dwelling prior to execution of the indenture. The portion of the leasehold west ofLeeds Manor Road is 
not within this nominati(Mi boundary because Learning Tree Farms LLC holds no title to those tracts. However, recent 
archaeology conducted over the 330-acre leasehold did not unearth any eighteenth-century arti&cts cm that westem land. 
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